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Introduction 

 

The Expert Group on Shared Archival Heritage (EGSAH) was established by the International 

Council on Archives at its Congress in Seoul in September 2016. EGSAH provides a forum for 

discussion and ultimately the resolution of issues related to archives pertaining to the 

history and cultural heritage of more than one community, country or region where 

custody, ownership and access is unclear or in dispute. This may arise from war, military 

occupation, colonisation, the succession of states, or other adverse events. For further 

information about the group follow this link. 

 

In November 2018, EGSAH presented its aims and objectives, together with examples of 

longstanding archival disputes, at the annual ICA conference in Yaoundé, Cameroon. A 

report of the panel was published in the ICA journal (Comma 2019, issue 1). Subsequently, 

EGSAH members agreed to compile a bibliography focusing on displaced (or migrated) 

archives; formal and informal claims by governments and by archivists, historians and other 

professional groups for the return of disputed archival collections or the free provision of 

digital copies, together with examples of bilateral solutions. It was to include information 

about the various surveys instigated to identify the range of claims, and the work at an 

international level undertaken over many decades by organisations such as the ICA, and its 

regional branches, and UNESCO. 

 

Initial work on the bibliography has revealed a wealth of relevant examples, scholarly 

debate, and accounts of attempts to address longstanding claims. Conversely, we have 

found relatively few examples of successful methods of addressing existing problems and 

establishing ways of ensuring genuine ‘sharing’. Furthermore, current geographical coverage 

is poor and requires expansion. Our initial plan was to annotate each entry with the names 

of the countries or regions involved, the causes of displacements, and whether or not 

solutions have been found. This has been done in a few cases but has proved difficult for a 

number of reasons. Many items are of a general rather than specific nature, causes can be 

difficult to identify, and the position may have changed since a particular article was 

written. 

 

One or two items address the parallel topic of the return of museum artefacts to the 

countries from which they were acquired. Others concentrate on the comparatively new 

concern for the decolonisation of archives. There are two documentary films. 

 

The bibliography as it stands has been put together by EGSAH members and their contacts, 

co-ordinated by Dr Mandy Banton. We are particularly grateful for the work done by Frank 

Jarman and Leila Ratcliff, MA students in the Centre for Archive Studies at the University of 

Liverpool, who were introduced to us by Dr James Lowry. 
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The bibliography is a ‘work in progress’ which will be added to as further titles are identified. 

EGSAH will be grateful for notification of additional books, articles and other relevant 

material. Please contact programme@ica.org for any addition you would like to make. 

 

 

Displaced Archives and Shared Archival Heritage: A Bibliography 

 

“A COLUSO.” Conarq.Arquivonacional.Gov.Br. 

http://conarq.arquivonacional.gov.br/a-coluso.html  

Summary: The purpose of the Luso-Brazilian Commission for the Safeguarding and 

Disclosure of Documentary Heritage is to promote the exchange of information 

contained in the archival collections of mutual interest of the Governments of Brazil 

and Portugal, encouraging the organisation and inventory of documentary archival 

holdings, as well as the development and the exchange of documentary research 

elements under the custody of both countries, particularly those that respect the 

common history of the two countries. 

Agostinho, Daniela. “Archival encounters: rethinking access and care in digital colonial 

archives.” Archival Science 19(2), May 2019. DOI: 10.1007/s10502-019-09312-0.   

Abstract: The year of 2017 marked the centennial of Denmark’s sale of the former 

Danish West Indies to the United States of America, today the US Virgin Islands 

(USVI). The colonial archives figured prominently during the year-long 

commemorations in Denmark, as the Danish National Archives digitized and publicly 

released the colonial records of the islands of St. Croix, St. Thomas and St. John. 

Drawing on cultural theories as well as debates in archival science, this article 

proposes the notion of ‘archival encounter’ to centre the ethical-epistemological 

challenges of digitization and to emphasize the intersected problematics raised by 

the encounter between the colonial, the archival and the digital. The article begins by 

revisiting the history of these archives in order to situate the digitization of these 

records within debates on provenance, custody and access. It then introduces some 

of the debates taking place within the field of Atlantic slavery, as well as feminist and 

critical race theories, to argue that the digitization of the USVI records recasts 

questions about the limitations and possibilities of colonial archives. Furthermore, the 

article contends that digitality and datafication are indebted to colonial histories of 

quantification that structure the technological encounter with the colonial archive. 

Finally, the article builds on these theorizations to amplify recent calls for a feminist 

ethics of care in archival praxis. Drawing on postcolonial critiques, the 

article problematizes and situates the notion of care within the colonial and non-

http://conarq.arquivonacional.gov.br/a-coluso.html
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innocent histories in which it is embedded, in order to align ethics of care with a 

critical reorientation of digital colonial archives. Marshalling a postcolonial feminist 

critique of care as a framework for thinking, the article suggests, can help us to 

realign archival encounters in ways that that more pointedly confront the colonial 

legacies of our present. 

Agostinho, Daniela, Katrine Dirckinck-Holmfeld and Karen Louse Grova Søilen. “Archives that 

Matter: Infrastructures for Sharing Unshared Histories. An 

Introduction.” Nordisk Tidsskrift for Informationsvidenskab og Kulturformidling. Vol 8, No. 2, 

2019. 

https://tidsskrift.dk/ntik/article/view/118472/166423 

Summary: In discussions about displaced colonial treasures, colonial archives are 

often neglected. Not so in Denmark. 2017 marked the centennial of the sale of the 

former colony the Danish West Indies to the United States, today the United States 

Virgin Islands. After the sale, most archives were relocated to Denmark, leaving the 

inhabitants of the islands without access to approximately 250 years of written and 

visual sources of history. At the occasion, the Danish National Archive, the Royal 

Danish Library’s Photo and Map Collection, as well as other archives and collections 

in Denmark, undertook a mass digitisation of their archival records (1.2 km) from St. 

Croix, St. Thomas, St. John, Ghana and the transatlantic enslavement trade. And a 

seminar entitled “Archives that Matter. Digital Infrastructures for Sharing Unshared 

Histories” was organised in Copenhagen. Experts in digital heritage, artists, 

researchers and curators working in the field of colonial histories addressed the 

politics and ethics of mass digitization of colonial archives. 

Anderson, David M. Histories of the Hanged: The Dirty War in Kenya and the End of 

Empire. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, 2005. 

One of the two studies (the other is Caroline Elkins, Imperial Reckoning) that provided 

sufficient evidence to make possible the legal case brought by veterans of the Kenyan 

struggle for independence against the British government. It was that case that 

forced the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to admit its holding of displaced 

Commonwealth documentation. 

Anderson, David M. “Mau Mau in the High Court and the ‘Lost’ British Empire Archives: 

Colonial Conspiracy or Bureaucratic Bungle?” The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth 

History 39, no. 5 (December 2011): 699-716. 

Abstract: In April 2011, a landmark hearing before the High Court in London found 

that the British government had a case to answer concerning abuse and torture 

allegedly carried out by British officials in Kenya during the Mau Mau counter-

https://tidsskrift.dk/ntik/article/view/118472/166423
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insurgency. Prior to the hearing, it was revealed that the British government had 

removed some 1,500 ‘sensitive’ government files from Kenya at independence, many 

of these relating to alleged abuses carried out during the Emergency of the 1950s. 

This discovery then led directly to the revelation of a further tranche of 8,800 

historical files relating to the decolonisation of 36 other former British colonies. This 

article explains the nature of the claims of torture and abuse made in the Kenya case 

in the High Court, and then describes the new evidence in the recently disclosed 

documents. The concluding section then discusses the Kenya case and the 

implications of the larger discovery of the ‘lost’ British Empire archive. 

Places: United Kingdom, Kenya, British colonial empire. Causes: decolonisation. Resolved? 

No. 

Anderson, David M. “Guilty secrets: deceit, denial, and the discovery of Kenya’s ‘Migrated 

Archive.’” History Workshop Journal 80 (Autumn, 2015). Pp. 142–160, 

https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbv027  

Abstract: In April 2011, the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office revealed that it 

was illegally holding a large archive of documents that had been removed from the 

former colonies at the point of independence. This included files taken from thirty-

seven countries between the late 1940s and the 1970s. This revelation emerged as a 

consequence of a case mounted in the High Court to seek compensation for Kenyan 

victims of alleged abuse and torture during the Mau Mau rebellion of the 1950s. This 

article recounts how these ‘migrated archives’ were first removed from the colonies, 

and how their existence in Britain then came to light more than forty years later. 

Destruction and secrecy are the principal themes of this story, which raises wider 

questions about the censorship, control and ownership of archives. 

Places: United Kingdom, Kenya, British colonial empire. Causes: decolonisation.  

Resolved? No. 

Anderson, Peter. “The ‘Salamanca Papers’: Plunder, Collaboration, Surveillance and 

Restitution”. Bulletin of Spanish Studies 89:7–8 (2011), 171–178. 

Ando, Masahito. “Recovering memory, sharing memory: archives lost and displaced in the 

Asian-Pacific War and the responsibility of Japanese Archivists.” In Essays in honour of 

Michael Cook, edited by Margaret Proctor & Caroline Williams. Liverpool, Liverpool 

University Centre for Archive Studies (2003), 14-28. 

Archives-Libraries Committee Resolution on Migrated Archives (1977). African Studies 

Newsletter, Vol. 10(6). 

https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbv027
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Available at: http://www.innovation.ukzn.ac.za/InnovationPdfs/No34p71Resolution.pdf  

Summary: Consisting of some 1,160 manuscript items on a variety of subjects from 

the late 17th century to the early 20th century, they were created and kept by African 

local authorities of Central Africa, in the north of Angola known 

as Dembos (Ndembu), of the Mbundu group, which organized state archives. The 

documents were collected in Angola, in 1934, by António Almeida (1900-1994), a 

medical doctor and physical anthropologist. They were transferred to 

the AHU (Overseas Historical Archive) in three groups, from 2007 to 2009. Another 

part of the same holding is kept in the National Archives of Angola. Classified in 2011 

as Memory of the World by UNESCO. 

Archival Returns: Central Australia and Beyond. Edited by Linda Barwick, Jennifer Green, 

and Petronella Vaarzon-Morel. Sidney: Sydney University Press 2020. 

Arquivos dos Dembos/Ndembu Archives/United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization. (2019). Unesco.org. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/memory-of-the-

world/register/full-list-of-registered-heritage/registered-heritage-page-1/arquivos-dos-

dembos-ndembu-archives/; 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/mow/nomination_form

s/Portugal%20Angola%20Ndembu.pdf  

Summary: Consisting of some 1,160 manuscript items on a variety of subjects from 

the late 17th century to the early 20th century, they were created and kept by African 

local authorities of Central Africa, in the north of Angola known 

as Dembos (Ndembu), of the Mbundu group, which organized state archives. The 

documents were collected in Angola, in 1934, by António Almeida (1900-1994), a 

medical doctor and physical anthropologist. They were transferred to 

the AHU (Overseas Historical Archive) in three groups, from 2007 to 2009. Another 

part of the same holding is kept in the National Archives of Angola. Classified in 2011 

as Memory of the World by UNESCO. 

Artières, Philippe. “L’historien face aux archives.” Pouvoirs 153:2 (2015): 85-

93. DOI 10.3917/pouv.153.0085.  

https://www.cairn.info/revue-pouvoirs-2015-2-page-85.htm#  

Résumé: Quels rapports les historiens entretiennent-ils avec les archives ? 

Si chaque historien développe des pratiques singulières, 

on peut néanmoins dessiner une histoire sociale de cette relation 

du chercheur avec ces objets qu’il manipule, qui ne sont pas seulement la 

http://www.innovation.ukzn.ac.za/InnovationPdfs/No34p71Resolution.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/memory-of-the-world/register/full-list-of-registered-heritage/registered-heritage-page-1/arquivos-dos-dembos-ndembu-archives/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/memory-of-the-world/register/full-list-of-registered-heritage/registered-heritage-page-1/arquivos-dos-dembos-ndembu-archives/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/memory-of-the-world/register/full-list-of-registered-heritage/registered-heritage-page-1/arquivos-dos-dembos-ndembu-archives/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/mow/nomination_forms/Portugal%20Angola%20Ndembu.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/mow/nomination_forms/Portugal%20Angola%20Ndembu.pdf
https://www.cairn.info/revue-pouvoirs-2015-2-page-85.htm
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documentation de son 

travail. L’article retrace l’histoire très contemporaine de cette confrontation. 

Abstract: What kind of relationship do historians maintain with the archives? While 

each historian develops singular practices, one may nevertheless write a social 

history of the relationship between researchers and the objects they use, which are 

not limited to the sources of their research. The article looks at the contemporary 

history of this confrontation. 

Assembleia Legislativa da Região Autónoma da Madeira. (2005). Voto de protesto. 

Em Diário da Assembleia Legislativa, VIII Legislatura, II Sessão Legislativa (2005/2006), 

n.o10 de 2005-11-16(pp. 10–14). Assembleia Legislativa da Região Autónoma da Madeira. 

http://www.alram.pt/images/stories/diarios_das_sessoes/legislaturas.antigas/diario.ii.sessa

o.2005.06/Diario.n.10.16.11.2005.pdf  

Summary: This issue is an intra-national claim for the restitution of Madeiran 

archives owned by the National Archives “Torre do Tombo” to the Regional 

Government of Madeira. The archival holdings were transferred to the “Torre 

do Tombo” in the late 19th century. The first request for the restitution was in 1932. 

No agreement between the regional government and the National Archives. 

Places: Madeira, Portugal. 

Assembleia Legislativa da Região Autónoma da Madeira. Resolução n.o3/2017/M, de 12 

de janeiro, Pub. L. No. 3/2017/M, de 12 de janeiro (2017). Portugal. 

http://data.dre.pt/eli/resolalram/3/2017/01/12/m/dre/pt/htm  

Summary: This issue is an intra-national claim for the restitution of Madeiran 

archives owned by the National Archives “Torre do Tombo” to the Regional 

Government of Madeira. The archival holdings were transferred to the “Torre 

do Tombo” in the late 19th century. The first request for the restitution was in 1932. 

No agreement between the regional government and the National Archives. 

Places: Madeira, Portugal. 

Association of Commonwealth Archivists and Records Managers, position paper on the UK 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office “Migrated Archives,” 2017. 

Available at: https://acarmblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/acarm-position-paper-

migrated-archives-adopted-20171125.pdf  

Places: United Kingdom, British colonial empire. Causes: decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

http://www.alram.pt/images/stories/diarios_das_sessoes/legislaturas.antigas/diario.ii.sessao.2005.06/Diario.n.10.16.11.2005.pdf
http://www.alram.pt/images/stories/diarios_das_sessoes/legislaturas.antigas/diario.ii.sessao.2005.06/Diario.n.10.16.11.2005.pdf
http://data.dre.pt/eli/resolalram/3/2017/01/12/m/dre/pt/htm
https://acarmblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/acarm-position-paper-migrated-archives-adopted-20171125.pdf
https://acarmblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/acarm-position-paper-migrated-archives-adopted-20171125.pdf
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Auer, Leopold. Disputed Archival Claims: Analysis of an International Survey; A RAMP 

Study (CII 98/WS/9) Paris, France: UNESCO, 1998. 

Auer, Leopold. “Displaced Archives in the Wake of Wars.” In Displaced Archives, edited by 

James Lowry, 114-29. Abingdon: Routledge, 2017. 

Abstract: In the event of armed conflicts, archives have been displaced for a variety of 

reasons ranging from their cultural value to purposes of intelligence. In view of the 

ongoing controversies over the restitution of Russian “trophy archives“ or the 

repatriation of captured Iraqi intelligence documents, the issue of archives displaced 

through remains of importance up to the present day. The chapter focuses on the 

Napoleonic wars and on the two World Wars and their aftermaths, to provide 

historical context and inform the analysis of the development of international law 

with regard to the protection of cultural property. 

Auer, Leopold. The status of restitution since 1945: successes and failures. Washington, 

International Council on Archives, 1995. 8 pp. (Presentation at XXXIst International 

Conference of the Round Table on Archives, "War, archives, and the comity of nations, 1st 

working session, "Protection of records during war", Washington, September 6-9, 1995). 

Bader, Raëd, Akihito Kudo and Didier Guignard. “Des lieux pour la recherche en Algérie.” 

Bulletin de l’institut d’Histoire du temps présent 83, June 2004: 158–168. 

Accessed Jun 1, 2020. https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01400576/document  

Badger, Anthony. “Historians, a legacy of suspicion and the ‘migrated archives’.” Small 

Wars and Insurgencies 23 (4-5) (2012): 799-80. 

Abstract: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office charged the author of this article 

with the review and transfer of a large archive of colonial-era records, stored for 

many years at a government site at Hanslope Park near Milton Keynes, into the 

public domain by way of the National Archives at Kew. The discovery of this archive 

has raised considerable controversy in the press and bears on current court cases 

underway by alleged victims of violence meted out by colonial governments in places 

such as Kenya. This short essay examines the history of the unveiling and ongoing 

transfer of the treasure trove of colonial-era archival material. 

Places: United Kingdom, British colonial empire. Causes: decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

Bailkin, Jordanna. The Afterlife of Empire. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 

2012. 

Bailkin, Jordanna. “Where Did the Empire Go? Archives and Decolonization in Britain.” The 

American Historical Review 120:2 (2015): 884–899. 

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01400576/document
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https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/120.3.884  

Balcells, Marc. “The Knife That Still Divides: The Archive of Salamanca and the Heritage of 

Spain’s Civil War in the 21st Century”. Arts and Social Sciences Journal 5:2 (2014), 1–5. 

https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/the-knife-that-still-divides-2151-

6200.100086.pdf 

Abstract: From 1936 to 1939 a civil war ravaged Spain, resulting in the establishment 

of the dictatorship of General Francisco Franco and the beginning of decades of a 

totalitarian regime and the suspension of democracy in the country. As with any 

armed conflict, art and cultural heritage were victimized: even the deadly toll on 

human lives was considerable, the conflict affected the preservation of cultural 

heritage. One of the most important attacks to cultural heritage during the war was 

the appropriation of the archives from the Generalitat (the government of Catalonia), 

seized by Franco’s troops, among many other documents of people and institutions 

not akin to his regime. The archives created in the town of Salamanca stored an 

estimate of two hundred tons of confiscated documents with an important historical 

value; however, even though attempts have been made for their return to Catalonia 

(notably, through the passing of a law by the Spanish government in 2005), not much 

has been transferred to its legitimate owners. The article presents the case of the 

archives of Salamanca and discusses how the impact of a 73 year old conflict is still 

being politically and legally felt in the relationship between Catalonia and Spain. 

Particularly, the theoretical framework used is Richard Quinney’s conflict theory, 

which assumes that the organized state does not represent common interests, but 

rather the interests of those with sufficient power to control its operations, resulting 

in the powerful being legally freer to pursue their self-interests, than those less 

powerful. The article concludes, based on both legal and political grounds, that 

Quinney’s theoretical framework is a perfect tool for further research on the 

dynamics and conflicts of interest in both the relationship between the affected 

region and the country when it regards to the documentation seized during Spain’s 

civil war, and how these conflicting interests are still active nowadays, decades after 

the conflict finished. 

Banton, Mandy. “‘Expatriate’ or ‘migrated’ archives: the role of the U.K. archivist.” 

Archives 34: 121 (2009): 14-24. 

Banton, Mandy. “Destroy? ‘Migrate’? Conceal? British Strategies for the Disposal of 

Sensitive Records of Colonial Administrations at Independence.” The Journal of Imperial 

and Commonwealth History 40, no. 2 (June 2012): 321-35. 

Abstract: Publicity given in 2011 to the existence of a Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office ‘migrated archive’, now known also as the ‘Hanslope disclosure’, following a 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/120.3.884
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/the-knife-that-still-divides-2151-6200.100086.pdf
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/the-knife-that-still-divides-2151-6200.100086.pdf
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High Court demand for release of records relative to a case brought by 

former Mau Mau detainees, led me to explore files already in the public domain 

which might throw light on British policy towards the ‘disposal’ of locally created 

records of colonial administrations at independence. This article examines Colonial 

Office and Commonwealth Relations Office files concerned primarily with Kenya, 

Tanganyika, Nigeria and the Central African Federation, but which reveal much about 

policy and practice not only in sub-Saharan Africa, but also in Southeast Asia. 

Reasons for refusals to pass material to successor independent governments, and the 

underlying security concerns, are spelled out in the records; some indication of the 

volume of records destroyed or sent to London is given; methods of destruction and 

transmission are discussed; deliberate misinformation given to local politicians and 

officials is admitted; and tensions between the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

and the Public Record Office, and between political expediency and archival practice, 

are revealed. The article continues with a discussion of ultimately inconclusive 

deliberations led by UNESCO in the 1970s and 1980s which sought the return of, or 

access to, ‘migrated’ records ‘in the search of historical truth and continuity’. 

Places: United Kingdom, British colonial empire. Causes: Decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

Banton, Mandy. “‘Lost’ and ‘found’: the concealment and release of the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office ‘migrated archives’.” In Government Recordkeeping in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, special issue of Comma: International Journal on Archives, 2012-1, edited by James 

Lowry. Liverpool University Press (2013).  

https://www.ica.org/en/comma-2012-1-government-recordkeeping-in-sub-saharan-africa  

Abstract: A claim for damages brought by a group of elderly Africans against the 

British Government for alleged torture during the Kenyan ‘Mau Mau’ emergency in 

the 1950s and 1960s led to a demand by the High Court that all relevant 

documentation be produced. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 

subsequently admitted the existence of withheld official documents from 37 former 

British dependencies sent to London at decolonisation. This article examines 

the FCO’s account of the long concealment of the collections and questions of 

ownership, and documents at the UK National Archives; it outlines British policy 

towards the disposal of colonial government records prior to independence and notes 

guidelines about the type of material that should not be passed to successor 

governments. Documents from the ‘migrated archives’ already made public note an 

increased emphasis on document security, which clearly fed into policy development. 

The article includes a brief account of international attempts to outlaw the future 

removal of documentation from its places of creation, and to establish a framework 

for the restitution of material so ‘migrated’, with reference to more general current 

discussions about migrated archives. Questions are raised about the extent to which 

https://www.ica.org/en/comma-2012-1-government-recordkeeping-in-sub-saharan-africa
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the new material may add to our historical knowledge, about the utility of its 

cataloguing for other national archivists who wish to identify gaps in their own 

holdings, and about the decision to retain the collections in the UK. 

Places: United Kingdom, British colonial empire. Causes: Decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

Banton, Mandy. “Displaced Archives in The National Archives of the United Kingdom.” In 

Displaced Archives, edited by James Lowry, 41-59. Abingdon: Routledge, 2017. 

Abstract: A continuing but low-key interest in ‘displaced’ archives was boosted by the 

belated admission by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) in 2011 

that it held a hitherto concealed collection of sensitive colonial government records 

removed from British dependencies. This chapter outlines policy and practice behind 

such removals, and examines newly released papers describing custody of the 

documentation and disputes between the FCO and the UK National Archives as to its 

legal status. It outlines displaced archives previously opened to the public without 

comparable controversy, and discusses the probability that many other UK collections 

may contain displaced material. 

Banton, Mandy. "Precious Artefacts versus ‘Dusty Files’.” The Round Table 107 (3) (2018): 

357-359. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2018.1476097  

Banton, Mandy. “Shared Archival heritage: an exploration of problems and solutions. 

Report of the EGSAH panel at the Yaoundé conference.” Comma 2019.1 (2019): 19-27.  

https://www.ica.org/en/comma-2019-1-yaounde-conference-2018miscellany  

Abstract: The recently appointed ICA Expert Group on Shared Archival Heritage 

(EGSAH) presented a panel at the 2018 Yaoundé Conference to publicize the remit, 

aims and high-level goals of the group, to outline problems associated with the 

removal of colonial-era documentation from the countries of origin, to provide 

examples of the comparatively rare methods by which solutions to such problems 

have been addressed, and to discuss impediments to such bilateral “sharing”. Its 

primary focus on Africa, and the inclusion of African speakers, was designed to open 

up the possibility of a truly Pan-African approach. It addressed the conference themes 

of memory and heritage, and touched on that of governance. It was hoped that, in 

presenting a variety of case studies, the seven speakers would stimulate debate, 

engage a renewed interest both within the international archival community and 

more widely, and encourage the achievement of solutions to previously insoluble 

problems. This paper summarizes the individual presentations, outlines the 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2018.1476097
https://www.ica.org/en/comma-2019-1-yaounde-conference-2018miscellany
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subsequent debate, and, drawing on other contributions to the conference, stresses 

the need to renew the search for timely solutions to a decades-long problem. 

Banton, Mandy. “History concealed, history withheld: the story of the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office ‘Migrated Archives’ and the decades-long international search for 

redress.” Archives, vol. LV, no.1 (2020). 

https://doi.org/10.3828/archives.2020.1  

Abstract: In 2011 the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) reluctantly admitted 

its possession of documentation created by the governments of 37 former colonial 

dependencies, removed to the UK at independence, and held clandestinely for 

decades. The status of the papers, always uncertain, was sporadically debated within 

the FCO and in discussion with the Public Record Office/National Archives until the 

FCO obtained a legal opinion, details of which have not been made public, that they 

are UK public records. Papers concerning the drafting of the 1958 Public Records Act 

do not mention colonial governments, bodies which were never considered part of 

the UK central government. In the immediate preindependence years, changes in 

document security classification and records management, introduced by the colonial 

administrations to keep sensitive papers from local ministers and officials, paved the 

way for the destruction or removal of papers vital for continuing good governance. 

As ‘displaced archives’, the records are of continuing concern to the independent 

states, which seek repatriation, or the provision of free copies, and who are 

supported in their efforts by the international archival community. This article 

concludes with a brief discussion of the apparent lack of interest demonstrated by 

both media and the public, in stark contrast to the concern for museum collections 

similarly removed from British colonies. 
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custody of the records, the claim of the people of the Virgin Islands relies on an 

expanded definition of provenance that includes territoriality or locale, as well as on 

a custodial responsibility for access. The competing custodial claims suggest a 

dissonance between legal custody, physical custody, and archival principles that may 
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destructions et pillages accomplis par les Nazis. Il en est résulté un manque de 

connaissance quant à l'étendue des destructions d'archives pepétrées 

intentionnelement par les Soviétiques durant l'été 1941, aux restitutions d'archives 

par les pays occidentaux, et aux opérations récupération d'archives soviétiques 

saisies par les Nazis. En dépit des restitutions considérables faites précédemment par 

les autorités soviétiques, le question de restitutions supplémentaires n'a pas encore 

été résolue -- en août 1996 -- par les hommes politiques russes, beaucoup restant 

désireux de nationaliser le butin de guerre. /// Im Unterschied zu den westlichen 

Alliierten eigneten sich sowjetische Behörden am Ende des Zeiten Weltkrieges viele 

Archive an, ohne sie später wieder zurückzugeben. Es handelte sich neben den Akten 

des Naziregimes um Bestände verschiedener Nationen, die zuvor meist schon in die 

Händen der deutschen Eroberer gefallen waren. Viele dieser Archivalien liegen heute 
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weitere Öffentlichkeit erst seit 1990 Kenntnis hat. Die kürzlich in Rußland und der 

Ukraine geöffneten Archive ermöglichen es, über das Schicksal der fremden Archive 

und anderer Kulturgüter, die während des Zweiten Weltkrieges verschleppt wurden, 

Genaueres zu erfahren. Übertriebene sowjetische Darstellungen zum Ausmaß der 

Zerstörung durch die Nazis verschleierten die beträchtliche, gezielte Vernichtung 

durch die Sowjetischen Behörden im Sommer 1941. Die Übertreibungen verhinderten 

auch eine zuverlässige Einschätzung der westlichen Rückgabe und der erfolgreichen 

Wiederinbesitznahme sowjetischer Archivalien, die zuvor den deutschen Behörden in 

die Hände gefallen waren. Trotz beachtlicher Rückgabe in früherer Zeit ist die 

zukünftige Enwicklung ungeklärt, weil russische Politiker darauf aus sind, die 

verbliebene Kriegsbeute für ihre Nation zu vereinnahmen. 
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archives of various Dutch ministries. Bilateral diplomatic discussions from the 1970s 
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replevin program of a multinational magnitude. 
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Abstract: A recent book Owning Memory. How a Caribbean Community Lost its 

Archives and Found Its History, by Jeannette Bastian, has enriched archival discourse 
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Abstract: This chapter explores the concepts of displaced, ‘migrated’ and ‘expatriate’ 

archives through the lens of the Rhodesian Army Archive. The categorisation of 

displaced archives is examined, and it is argued that the term ‘migrated archives’ has 

been used relatively uncritically. The concept of expatriate archives is foregrounded 

as representing the complex multiple interests inherent in the Rhodesian Army 

Archive’s status as both a component of Zimbabwe's ‘national archive’ and 

simultaneously a community archive of Rhodesian forces veterans. 

Places: Zimbabwe, United Kingdom, South Africa. Causes: Decolonisation, succession of 

states, movement of people. Resolved? No. 

Lowry, James (ed.). Displaced Archives. Abingdon: Routledge, 2017. 

Abstract: Displaced archives have long been a problem and their existence continues 

to trouble archivists, historians and government officials. Displaced Archives brings 

together leading international experts to comprehensively explore the current state 

of affairs for the first time. Drawing on case studies from around the world, the 

authors examine displaced archives as a consequence of conflict and 

colonialism, analysing their impact on government administration, nation building, 

human rights and justice. Renewed action is advocated through considerations of the 

legal approaches to repatriation, the role of the international archival community, 

‘shared heritage’ approaches and other solutions. The volume offers new theoretical, 

technical and political insights and will be essential reading for practitioners, 
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Abstract: As the European powers appeared to withdraw from their colonies, they 

often took with them records that were subsequently claimed by the governments of 

the newly independent countries. These records are post-colonial examples of 

displaced archives. In recent history, the problem of displaced archives has been 

approached as a legal problem, and this has produced relatively few resolutions to 

archival claims. This article approaches displaced archives from a new perspective, 

applying theories and concepts recently introduced into archival theory by 

Michelle Caswell, Anne Gilliland and Marika Cifor: affect, imagined records and 
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impossible archival imaginaries, and radical empathy. This article will show that 

these concepts, which have been deployed to decolonise diverse aspects of archival 

work, could also help resolve a persistent international problem, which is both 

technical and geopolitical/diplomatic. This article will argue that archival theory, as 

recently influenced by Caswell, Gilliland and Cifor, demands a significantly changed 

approach to archival displacement, even as it sometimes arrives at established 

positions on repatriation and access. This change involves opening up dialogues 

about displaced archives to considerations beyond the juridical or geopolitical, to 

form richer understandings of archival displacement and its effects on individuals and 

communities. The article challenges individual archivists to apply the concepts of 

affect, imagined records and impossible archival imaginaries, and radical empathy in 

their work with colonial records as a component of decolonial archival praxis, and 

finally proposes a critical theorisation of displaced archives. 
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displaced archives and multilateral efforts to resolve archival claims. It describes 

Leopold Auer’s survey of 1997/8, through ICA for UNESCO, before outlining the 
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case basis including data on the causes of displacement, the nature of the disputed 

archives, the state of communications, negotiations and existing agreements, any 

partial transfers, claims over originals and copies and settlement through copying, 

the viability of joint heritage arrangements, attitudes to financing and conducting 

copying and transfers of rights, the legal bases of claims, and bilateral and 

multilateral measures to resolve claims. The report concludes with a high level 
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Abstract: Digitization of archival materials has gained global popularity as both 

practice in cultural heritage institutions and a scholarly topic. However, ethical issues 

involved in digitization, especially the challenges brought by cross-cultural archival 

digitization practices, have been only weakly explored. In the domain of Asian Studies 

librarianship in the United States, digitizing archive materials acquired from Asian 
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but also brought up ethical concerns of inappropriately translating the original 
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Abstract: This article proposes a mapping review on the topic “displaced archives”. 

The main problem is the absence of a clear conceptual framework about this topic, 

existing several terms related to the same phenomenon. The purpose of this paper is 

to explore the literature in terms of characteristics and size, identifying main 

concepts, theories, sources and knowledge gaps. Searches were performed in the 

Web of Science database. As inclusion criteria, we extracted terms from archival 
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terminology in English and scientific articles published between 1953 and 2018 in 

peer reviewed journals. Methodologically, the article combines mapping review with 

a scoping review. Of the 160 articles, 70 were included, published between 1962 and 

2018. Themes associated with decolonization and secession, armed conflict and illicit 

trafficking predominate, related to international and sub-national issues. Qualitative 

studies, specially historical analysis and case studies, prevail. New concepts such as 

colonial archives, seized archives and expatriated archives that are not considered in 

archival terminography are emerging. To conclude, the concept of "displaced 

archives" remains invisible to the archival community, particularly the lusophone 

archival community, that no scientific production on the topic was retrieved. 

Macedo, L. S. A. D. (2017). Repatriação dos arquivos ou reunificação virtual? 

O caso dos fundos conventuais madeirenses dispersos entre o Arquivo Nacional Torre 
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VIII Encontro Ibérico EDICIC 2017. 
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dores-defendem-devolucao-de.html.  

Summary: This article concerns the stolen archives of the “International and State 

Defense Police” of Portugal to the URSS by the soviet intelligence. The account was 

revealed by the historian and journalist José Milhazes in his book "Cunhal, Brejnev e o 

25 de Abril" (2013). There is no known position of the National Archives of Portugal 

about this issue. 

Places: Portugal, Soviet Union. 

Milhazes, J. (2016). “Cortina de silêncio em torno de Arquivos Mitrokhin.” Observador. 

https://observador.pt/opiniao/cortina-silencio-torno-arquivos-mitrokhin/.  

Summary: This article concerns the stolen archives of the “International and State 

Defense Police” of Portugal to the URSS by the soviet intelligence. The account was 

revealed by the historian and journalist José Milhazes in his book "Cunhal, Brejnev e o 

25 de Abril" (2013). There is no known position of the National Archives of Portugal 

about this issue. 
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Mnjama, Nathan. “Migrated Archives Revisited.” ESARBICA, 30, 2011. 

Mnjama, Nathan. “Migrated archives: the African perspectives.” Journal of the South 

African Society of Archivists, Vol. 48, 2015, 

https://www.ajol.info/index.php/jsasa/article/view/129271/118821.  

Abstract: There are a number of cases of records and archives that have left their 

countries of origin and are now held in other countries. For example, on the eve of 

independence, vast amounts of records in African countries were repatriated to 

Western metropolitan cities. Efforts by newly independent African governments to 

locate and retrieve these records have not been very successful. This paper discusses 

the efforts made by national archives from the east and southern Africa region 
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through their professional association ESARBICA to locate and retrieve records held in 

European countries. Through a mailed questionnaire to Directors of National 

Archives, the paper captures the current views of the Directors on the impact that the 

migrated archives has had on their respective countries and possible technological 

solutions that may be employed to solve the migrated archives issue. 

Mnjama, Nathan and James Lowry. “A Proposal for Action on African Archives in Europe.” 

In Displaced Archives, edited by James Lowry, 101-13. Abingdon: Routledge, 2017. 

Abstract: This chapter discusses displaced archives as a phenomenon 

of decolonisation in Africa, using examples from the British Empire and the 

Commonwealth of Nations to illustrate a broader issue that effects many African and 

European countries. The chapter sketches out the process of displacement before and 

during decolonisation and the under-development of archival services in colonial 

administrations. It surveys various efforts to locate, copy or repatriate displaced 

archives, observing a general lack of progress on the resolution of the question of 

African archives in Europe. The chapter concludes with a set of proposals to European 

archivists for facilitating access and repatriation. 

Mollel, R. “The problems of “migrated archives” in ECARBICA countries.” Esarbica Journal 

9 (1987): 44-46. 

Montgomery, Bruce. “Iraq and Kuwait: The Seizure and Destruction of Historical 

Patrimony.” In Displaced Archives, edited by James Lowry, 158-79. Abingdon: Routledge, 

2017. 

Abstract: In the August 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait, Iraqi 

forces prosecuted a mass campaign of pillage of Kuwait’s financial and cultural 

assets with the aim of annexing the emirate as part of a greater Iraq. In response to 

Iraq’s invasion and plunder of Kuwait, a US-led coalition of countries ousted Saddam 

Hussein’s armed forces from the small emirate. Iraq’s defeat in the first Gulf War 

precipitated more than a quarter century of near continuous war, rebellion and 

internal upheaval, resulting in the repeated plunder and seizure of Iraq’s own cultural 

and historical patrimony. The scale of destruction, confiscation and displacement of 

its archival heritage by internal and foreign forces has been perhaps unprecedented 

in recent times. Nonetheless, unlike Saddam Hussein’s probable obliteration of 

Kuwait’s archives as part of his campaign to annex the emirate, most of Iraq’s 

archives from the Saddam era survived and have been preserved by the Pentagon 

and US research institutions. 

Places: Iraq, Kuwait, United States. Cause: Conflict. Resolved? No. 
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Montgomery, Bruce. “The Iraqi Secret Police files: A documentary record of 

the Anfal Genocide.” Archivaria 1(51) (2001). 

Abstract: In March 1991, after the defeat of the Iraqi armed forces in the Gulf War, 

Kurdish rebels rose in popular revolt against the Iraqi regime, storming and burning 

secret police stations, prisons, and torture centres. In the uprising, the Iraqi Kurds 

seized an enormous cache of secret police files from several cities and towns in the 

northern region of Iraqi Kurdistan before Saddam Hussein's armed forces returned to 

crush the revolt after having quelled mass uprisings in the south among the Shiites. 

The captured documents quickly took on international importance, as they contained 

direct evidence of crimes against humanity and the Anfal genocide that had been 

perpetrated against the Kurds by the Iraqi regime during the late 1980s. The 

extraordinary journey of these documents from northern Iraq to the National 

Archives in Washington, and then to the University of Colorado at Boulder's Human 

Rights Initiative has been an odyssey of international political dimensions. The 

documents have great international significance as they comprise the 

evidentiary centrepiece of a broad-based international campaign by human rights 

groups, the United States government, judicial authorities overseas, and others to 

indict and bring to justice Saddam Hussein and his top leadership before an 

international tribunal. Whatever occurs in the current effort to prosecute the Iraqi 

leadership, it is clear that the story surrounding these documents is far from over. 

Places: Iraq, Kuwait, United States. Causes: Conflict. Resolved? No. 

Montgomery, Bruce. “The rape of Kuwait’s National Memory.” International Journal of 

Cultural Property, 22(1), (2015).  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-cultural-

property/article/rape-of-kuwaits-national-memory/6E0738575E06F30DF1E5C8DA692FE3CA  

Abstract: In the August 1990 invasion of Kuwait, Iraqi forces prosecuted a mass 

campaign of pillage and destruction. Under the coordinated direction of Iraqi 

curators who were well acquainted with Kuwait’s cultural treasures, occupying Iraqi 

troops plundered thousands of cultural objects from museums, libraries, and 

archives. Among the pillaged cultural spoils were Kuwait’s national archives, 

comprising the emirate’s historical memory. Until recently, Iraq was beholden to UN 

sanctions demanding the return of missing persons and property, including Kuwait’s 

archives. Although the United Nations Security Council for many years has facilitated 

efforts to search for the lost archives, these efforts have proved futile. This article 

explores the plausibility of the two most likely scenarios surrounding the cold case of 

Kuwait’s missing archives: 1) that the current search for the archives has overlooked 

the possibility that they were unknowingly seized by US forces in the 2003 invasion of 
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Iraq and are currently being held by the Pentagon; and 2) that the archives may have 

been intentionally destroyed as part of Saddam Hussein’s concerted campaign to 

obliterate Kuwait’s national identity and annex the emirate as Iraq’s nineteenth 

province. 

Places: Kuwait, Iraq. Causes: Conflict, Resolved? No. 

Montgomery, Bruce. “Rescue or Return: The Fate of the Iraqi Jewish Archive.” Journal of 

Cultural Property 20(2) 2013, 175-200 

Abstract: Shortly following the 2003 invasion of Iraq, an American mobile 

exploitation team was diverted from its mission in hunting for weapons for mass 

destruction to search for an ancient Talmud in the basement of Saddam Hussein's 

secret police (Mukhabarat) headquarters in Baghdad. Instead of finding the ancient 

holy book, the soldiers rescued from the basement flooded with several feet of fetid 

water an invaluable archive of disparate individual and communal documents and 

books relating to one of the most ancient Jewish communities in the world. The 

seizure of Jewish cultural materials by the Mukhabarat recalled similar looting by the 

Nazis during World War II. The materials were spirited out of Iraq to the United 

States with a vague assurance of their return after being restored. Several years after 

their arrival in the United States for conservation, the Iraqi Jewish archive has 

become contested cultural property between Jewish groups and the Iraqi 

Jewish diaspora on the one hand and Iraqi cultural officials on the other. This article 

argues that the archive comprises the cultural property and heritage of the Iraqi 

Jewish diaspora. 

Places: Iraq, United States. Causes: Conflict, Expropriation. Resolved? No. 

Montgomery, Bruce. The Seizure of Saddam Hussein’s Archive of Atrocity (Lanham, MD: 

Lexington Books, 2019). 

Abstract: The Seizure of Saddam Hussein's Archive of Atrocity examines the capture 

of the Baathist security files and the discovery of an invaluable Iraqi Jewish archive 

amid the Kurdish uprising and the US-led invasion of Iraq. The events ignited a fierce 

struggle for the files, which documented Saddam Hussein’s vast humanitarian crimes. 

The various battles to control the memory of Saddam Hussein's genocidal regime and 

reclaim Jewish patrimony reflected Iraq's inability to confront its past. The author 

examines these controversies, arguing that Iraq's failure to face its totalitarian 

history has condemned it to a future of vengeance. 

Places: Iraq, United States. Causes: Conflict, Expropriation. Resolved? No. 
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Montgomery, Bruce. “US Seizure, Exploitation, and Restitution of Saddam Hussein’s 

Archive of Atrocity.” Journal of American Studies 48 (2014), 559-593.  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-american-studies/article/us-seizure-

exploitation-and-restitution-of-saddam-husseins-archive-of-

atrocity/3DCA32F4672DDEEBE3874703C700DBB3  

Abstract: US forces seized millions of documents, thousands of audio and video tapes, 

and hard drives and digital devices from Saddam Hussein’s government ministries 

and other sites. In war, the seizure of enemy documents for military advantage is 

permissible under the laws of armed conflict. Following their capture, the materials 

have undergone a process of analysis, triage, exploitation, dissemination, 

politicization, more analysis, scholarly investigation, and postwar diplomacy. An 

analysis of these events reveals the scope and nature of US exploitation of enemy 

documents and media in the Iraq War, the limits of the laws of armed conflict 

regarding their custody and use, and the complications surrounding their repatriation 

to Iraq. 

 Places: Iraq, United States. Causes: Conflict. Resolved? No. 

Morone, Antonio. “I custodi della memoria. Il comitato per 

la documentazione dell’opera dell’Italia in 

Africa”. Zapruder. Rivista di storia della conflittualità sociale 23 (2010): 24–38. 

Muchefa, Livingstone. “The Archivist, the Scholar and the Possibilities 

of Decolonising Archives in Zimbabwe.” African Research and Documentation, No. 136, 

2019. 

Mukula, P. “Migrated archives and the Position of Zambia.” ECARBICA 7, Seventh Biennial 

Conference and Seminar of the East and Central Africa Regional Branch of the 

International Council on Archives. Harare, Zimbabwe, 13-17 September, 1982, pp. 24-28. 

Musembi, M. “Retrieval of migrated archives: the Kenya experience” Esarbica Journal 7 

(1982): 8-15. 

Museum of British Colonialism. Operation Legacy: a documentary film. 

https://www.museumofbritishcolonialism.org/operationlegacydoc  

Introduction: State archives in Britain are thought of as being a pristine area in which 

we preserve, conserve and utilise the nation’s history. The Public Records Acts of 

1958 and 1967 require government departments to conserve any information that 

tells us about our shared past, and how we came to know it. Most members of the 

public assume their reliability. But are they telling us the truth? In 2009, 5 elderly 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-american-studies/article/us-seizure-exploitation-and-restitution-of-saddam-husseins-archive-of-atrocity/3DCA32F4672DDEEBE3874703C700DBB3
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Kenyan war veterans filed a case against the British government in which they 

claimed that thousands of Kenyan nationals had been subjected to severe acts of 

inhumane and degrading treatment, torture and arbitrary killings in the 1950s - all at 

the hands of the British colonial administration. The case would come to upend all 

our assumptions about archives’ reliability, and about the way that we write British 

history itself. This fascinating and important documentary tells their incredible story, 

exposing the depth of the cover up that rocked the establishment and changed the 

way we view colonial history forever. 

Mwiyeriwa, Steve S. “The National Archives of Malawi and the problem of migrated 

archives.” African research & documentation 30 (1982): 32-34. 

Namhila, E. N. “Colonial Gaps in Post-Colonial National Archive: Record Keeping and 

Missing ‘Native Estates’.” PhD Thesis, (2015). University of Tampere, Finland. 

Namhila, Ellen Ndeshi. “Content and use of colonial archives: an under-researched issue.” 

Archival Science 16, 111-123 (2016). 

Abstract: Namibians often find themselves in situations of litigation where they need 

person-related records to defend their rights and privileges. Such person-related 

records include birth, adoption, marriage, or divorce or deceased estates. It has been 

observed that the institution where such records should be expected, the National 

Archives of Namibia often cannot retrieve person-related records of persons 

previously classified as non-whites under colonial and apartheid laws. Many native 

Namibians end up losing property or have problems claiming their constitutional 

rights due to lack of evidence. The purpose of this paper was to explore whether the 

existing archival literature can guide National Archives of new and emerging African 

nations on how to handle challenges brought about by gaps in inherited colonial 

archives. Using a literature survey to explore the state of what is written on the 

content and usage of colonial archives in post-colonial era, this article argues that 

the content and use of colonial archives in Africa do not feature prominently in the 

literature of archival science. Although there has been a rising interest on the subject 

during the last decade, none of this emerging literature has systematically studied 

archives in depth with a view on what these archives contain for the non-academic 

user, what they neglect and what they lack altogether in serving the needs of all 

citizens in post-colonial states. It recommends that archival scholars as well as 

archival institutions increase research into this neglected area. Raising awareness 

may produce academic discourse to help archivists in newly decolonised countries to 

competently support users whose inquiries currently cannot be answered by the 

inherited colonial archives collections. 
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Ngoepe, Mpho and Netshakhuma, Sidney. “Archives in the trenches: repatriation of 

African National Congress liberation archives in the diaspora to South Africa.” Archival 

Science 18 (2018), 51-71.  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10502-018-9284-9  

Abstract: The African National Congress (ANC) liberation archives were created in 

countries all over the world. These liberation archives form part of the national 

archival heritage of South Africa as they bridge the gap of undocumented history of 

people who were previously marginalised by the apartheid government. After the 

ban on liberation movements was lifted in South Africa, the ANC embarked on the 

process of identification and repatriation of the records that were fragmented 

throughout the world. This study investigated the approaches followed by the ANC in 

identifying and repatriating its liberation archives from the trenches to make them 

accessible. Qualitative data were collected through interviews with purposively 

selected employees of the African National Congress, MultiChoice, Africa Media 

Online and the Nelson Mandela Foundation who were involved in the repatriation of 

the liberation archives. Interview data were augmented through content analysis of 

ANC documents such as policies, websites and annual reports, as well as observation 

of the storage conditions of the liberation archives. The key findings revealed that the 

ANC established an archives management committee that played an important role 

in the identification, repatriation and, ultimately, digitisation of liberation archives. 

The committee utilised former liberation struggle members to identify records in ANC 

hosts in various countries. It was established that, although the ANC was aware of 

where its records were abroad, not all its records were repatriated to South Africa 

after the unbanning of the liberation movements. For example, there were host 

nations, like Italy, that disputed the return of the ANC liberation archives to South 

Africa. The liberation archives are in the custody of the Fort Hare University as a 

chosen official repository for the ANC. It is concluded that the repatriation of the 

liberation archives is an ongoing process, as not all records have been repatriated to 

South Africa. As the ANC is in power at the time of writing, this is the opportunity for 

the organisation to negotiate with countries that still have custody of its liberation 

archives, such as Italy, to repatriate such records to South Africa. A further study on 

legal ownership and copyright, digitisation and ensuring the authenticity of the ANC 

liberation archives is recommended. This study can be extended to other liberation 

movements in southern Africa. 

Places: South Africa, international. Causes: Conflict, Movement of people. Resolved? No. 

Nicholls, Sophie, Lauren Booker, Kirsten Thorpe, Melissa Jackson, Clement Girault, Ronald 

Briggs, Caroline Jones. “From principle to practice: community consultation regarding 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10502-018-9284-9


 

 
56 

access to Indigenous language material in archival records at the State Library of New 

South Wales.” Archives and Manuscripts 44:3 (2016): 110-123. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01576895.2016.1239116  

Abstract: In the context of Indigenous languages, archival science in Australia 

continues to move from a theoretical framework of considering record subjects as 

third parties to a ‘participants model’. In a participants model framework record 

subjects are considered co-creators and custodians of the intellectual property of the 

record. However, the shift from theory to practice is still an under-described 

challenge currently facing archival professionals. This article reports on an experience 

of applying guidelines developed by First Languages Australia (FLA) and National and 

State Libraries of Australasia (NSLA) aimed at enhancing the rights of Indigenous 

Australians over records that contain Indigenous language material. A team of 

researchers from the State Library of New South Wales (SLNSW) Indigenous Services 

branch and Western Sydney University engaged with four Indigenous language 

groups to evaluate records containing Indigenous language material held at the 

SLNSW. On viewing the archival records of Indigenous language material members of 

community groups expressed a diversity of opinions and suggestions. This feedback 

was grouped by the authors into the following themes: painful remembrance of the 

provenance of the archival record, evaluations of the value of the documents, 

custodianship and use of the language material, and access to the SLNSW records. 

The authors found that participants in the study substantially shaped the process of 

implementing the protocols. 

Nsibandze, N. “Southern African Archives in Exile.” S A Archives Journal 38 (1996.) 

Nyffenegger, Isabelle and Kristian Jensen (eds). “Guidelines for Setting up a Digital 

Unification Project”. Den Haag: International Federation of Library Associations 2019. 

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/cultural-heritage/documents/guidelines-on-

setting-up-a-digital-unification-project.pdf  

O’Brien, Gerard. Irish Government and the Guardianship of Historical Records, 1922-72, 

Dublin, Ireland: Four Courts Press, 2004. 

Oldenhage, K. “Coopération bilatérale et multilatérale pour la reconstitution 

du patrimoine archivistique.” In Interdependence of archives: proceedings of the twenty-

ninth, thirtieth and thirty-first International Conferences of the Round Table on Archives: 

XXIX Mexico 1993, XXX Thessaloniki 1994, XXXI Washington 1995. Paris, International 

Council on Archives (1995): 127-132. 
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Pandzic, Miljenko. “The succession of the state archives - to integrate and preserve 

displaced archives.” Arhivski Vjesnik, 42 (1999): 243-249. 

https://hrcak.srce.hr/10600  

“Papeles de Salamanca”. Editorial. El País. Grupo Prisa, 26 des. 2004. 20 Abr. 2015.  

http://elpais.com/diario/2004/12/26/opinion/1104015602_850215.html  

Perman, Dagmar. “Microfilming of German records in the National Archives.” American 

Archivist 22 (1959):433–43. 

Pérotin, Yves. Archives publiques: Algérie – (mission) Avril-Juillet 1964, in UNESCO 

Archives ALG/CUA/2, 9, 1964. 

Phillips, David. “The "migrated archives": the underbelly of colonial rule in Borneo.” 

Borneo research bulletin (2013): 40-66. 

Posner, Ernst. “Effect of changes of sovereignty on archives.” American Archivist 5 (1942): 

141–55. 

PCP diz que notícias sobre arquivos da PIDE são ″recorrentes falsificações″. (2013). DN. 

Retrieved 4 June 2019, 

from https://www.dn.pt/politica/interior/pcp-diz-que-noticias-sobre-arquivos-da-pide-sao-

recorrentes-falsificacoes-3405152.html.  

Summary: This article concerns the stolen archives of the “International and State 

Defense Police” of Portugal to the URSS by the soviet intelligence. The account was 

revealed by the historian and journalist José Milhazes in his book "Cunhal, Brejnev e o 

25 de Abril" (2013). There is no known position of the National Archives of Portugal 

about this issue. 

Places: Portugal, Soviet Union. 

Phillips, David. ”The ‘Migrated Archives’ and a Forgotten Corner of Empire: The British 

Borneo Territories.” The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History. Volume 44, No. 

6, 2016. 

Abstract: The ‘migrated archives’, previously concealed files related to former 

colonies of the British Empire, were released over the period 2012–13. The first flurry 

of academic and journalistic interest, focused on possible revelations of the misuse of 

colonial power, soon subsided. Nevertheless, the archives have been valuable in 

enlarging knowledge of colonial policy-making. They have also aided exploration of 

the interstices between the official records of colonial administration and the often 
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unrecorded life of peoples and communities. In this sense the ‘migrated archives’ are 

a rich resource in prompting a new look at established historical narratives of the 

British Borneo territories of Brunei, North Borneo and Sarawak. These territories have 

received scant attention in the historiography of British colonialism. This has been to 

the detriment of wider scholarship in studying issues such as the expansion of the 

wartime colonial state; the ‘second colonial occupation’ and the evolution of post-

war British colonial governance; the development of anti-colonialism; the formation 

of Malaysia; counter-terrorism conflicts; and the nature of the colonial legacy. The 

colonial period may seem a fleeting phase in the age-old cultural and economic 

formation of the Borneo states, yet it continues to have contemporary relevance in a 

strategically sensitive part of the world. This article seeks to show that the Borneo 

territories merit greater attention from historians of British colonialism and that the 

‘migrated archives’, used in conjunction with other sources, can make a significant 

contribution towards the history of colonialism in a previously neglected area. 

Places: British Borneo Territories (Brunei, North Borneo, Sarawak), United Kingdom. 

Resolved? No. 

Piret, Bérengère. “Reviving the remains of colonization – The Belgian Colonial Archives in 

Brussels.” History in Africa 42 (2015): 419–435. 

Abstract: Since 1997, all the archives of Belgian Congo are deposited at the Belgian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brussels and are opened up to the public. For more than 

fifteen years, researchers have consulted and scrutinised its documents produced by 

the colonial authorities between 1908 and 1960. Still several collections have not 

been explored. This article relates to the history and the organisation of the archives 

of the Belgian Congo. 

Résumé: Depuis 1997, les archives coloniales belges sont déposées aux archives du 

ministère belge des Affaires Étrangères et sont ouvertes à la consultation. Dès ce 

moment, les chercheurs ont dépouillé et exhumé les documents produits par les 

autorités coloniales belges entre 1908 et 1960. Malgré cela, de nombreux fonds 

restent peu ou mal connus. Cet article se propose de mettre en lumière l’histoire et 

l’organisation de ces archives coloniales ainsi que de cartographier les fonds qui les 

composent. 

Potin, Yann. “Intervention de Yann Potin.” Archives et archivistes sous le regard 

de l’historien: la loi sur les archives de 2008 et ses conséquences. Gazette des archives 

225:1 (2012): 49-53. 

DOI10.3406/gazar.2012.4884. 

 https://www.persee.fr/doc/gazar_0016-5522_2012_num_225_1_4884  

https://www.persee.fr/doc/gazar_0016-5522_2012_num_225_1_4884
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Punzalan, Ricardo. “Archival diasporas: a framework for understanding the complexities 

and challenges of dispersed photographic collections.” American Archivist 77(2), 2014, pp. 

326–349.  

https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/77/2/326/24235/Archival-

Diasporas-A-Framework-for-Understanding  

Abstract: It is not uncommon for archival photographs to appear in multiple copies, 

versions, or formats. Photographs of the same provenance are often found in various 

locations or housed in several institutions. Format diversity, duplication, and 

dispersion pose profound challenges for archivists attempting to represent 

photographic images scattered across many institutions. This article identifies four 

dimensions of archival dispersion-geographical, temporal, provenancial, and 

material-that simultaneously act as barriers for providing consolidated 

representation of dispersed photographs. Understanding the context and nature of 

dispersion is key to effective representation of photographs in archival custody. 

‘Archival Diasporas’ explores the complicated nature of distributed collections. 

Quintana, Antonio G. Archival Policies in the Protection of Human Rights. Paris: 

International Council on Archives, 2009.  

https://www.ica.org/sites/default/files/Report_Gonzalez-Quintana_EN.pdf.  

Summary: An updated and fuller version of the report prepared by UNESCO and the 

International Council on Archives (1995), concerning the management of the archives 

of the state security services of former repressive regimes. 

Rahal, Malika. Ali Boumendjel. Une affaire française. Une histoire algérienne. Paris, 

France: Les Belles Lettres, 2010. 

Rahal, Malika. “Fused Together and Torn Apart: Stories and Violence in Contemporary 

Algeria.” History and Memory 24:1 (2012):118–51. 

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/47371624.pdf  

Abstract: This article explores the constraints of contemporary history writing about 

Algeria. It analyses the historiographical blocks and blind spots to show the centrality 

of the question of unity/plurality within Algerianness. Borrowing from 

anthropologist Françoise Héritier, it uses the notion of entre-soi to elaborate a new 

chronological framework, a continual sequence of war between 1945 and 2002. It 

also examines the impact of the rapid succession of these episodes of political 

violence on individual memories, and how moments of paroxysmal violence are 

reactivated during interviews, and considers the emotional cost for historians when 

they become the last recipient of narratives of forms of violence intended to terrorise. 

https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/77/2/326/24235/Archival-Diasporas-A-Framework-for-Understanding
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Ramokate, Kago. “Botswana Recovers Migrated Archives.” Mmegi, 15thJanuary 2004.  

Available at: http://allafrica.com/stories/200401160269.html  

Rawlings G. “Lost files, forgotten papers and colonial disclosures: the ‘migrated archives’ 

and the Pacific, 1963–2013.” Journal of Pacific history 50 (2015): 189-212. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00223344.2015.1048585  

Abstract: Between 2012 and 2013 the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

transferred some 20,000 colonial files from 37 territories to the National Archives in 

Kew. These ‘Migrated Archives’ had been repatriated to the UK between 1963 and 

1994, but only in 2011 were they fully and publicly disclosed as the result of an 

English court hearing into claims of human rights violations by British authorities 

during the Mau Mau emergency in Kenya (1952–60). Yet the Migrated Archives 

contain many records related to the Pacific, including Fiji, Vanuatu (the New 

Hebrides), the Solomon Islands, Kiribati and Tuvalu. These Pacific records can be 

assessed in relation to approaches to contested property, public availability, 

diplomatic sensitivity and the management of official information. They also provide 

potentially new sources for Pacific historians on the politics of decolonisation in the 

region and the synergies and contrasts the Pacific shares with other areas of the 

former British empire. 

Ress, Imre. Die Ungarische Archivdelegation in 

Wien als eine Institution zur Lösung von grenzüberschreitenden Archivproblemen. Scriniu

m 1987 : 36:37 (1987): 264-272. 

Robertson, Geoffrey. Who Owns History: Elgin’s Loot and the Case for Returning 

Plundered Treasure. London: Biteback Publishing, 2019. 

While concerned primarily with debates about the continuing existence of 

cultural artefacts from around the world in Western museums, the author, a 

distinguished lawyer, includes his suggested draft for a new ‘Convention for the 

Repatriation of Important Cultural Heritage’ to include archives. 

Rodinis, Andrej. Dokumenti iz austrijskih arhiva u Arhivu Bosne i Hercegovine –

 osvrt na arhivski sporazum i restituciju gradiva, Arhivski vjesnik, Vol. 58, No. 1, 2015, str. 

59-71.  

Available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/158731.  

Summary: Documents from the Austrian Archives in the Archives of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina – Review of the Agreement and the Restitution of Archival Material 
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Places: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Austria. Causes: Succession of States. 

Rose, J. A. V., “The Records of the High Commissioner for South Africa in Botswana 

National Archives.” ECARBICA Journal, Vol. 3, 1977, p. 56. 

Saisies, spoliations et restitutions au xx siècle, ed. Alexandre Sumpf & Vincent Laniol. 

Rennes, Presses universitaires de Rennes (2012). 

http://books.openedition.org/pur/130140  

Abstract: Les spoliations d’archives et de bibliothèques semblent bien secondaires par 

rapport aux atrocités commises pendant les terribles conflits du XXe siècle, et 

fascinent moins que les vols d’œuvres d’art. Pourtant, les saisies opérées par les 

autorités nazies dans toute l’Europe occupée, puis en grande partie collectées par 

l’Armée rouge et conservées secrètement par les Soviétiques, sont un phénomène 

massif tant par l’ampleur des détournements que par la diversité des spoliés. Il 

touche les administrations publiques des États occupés, les partis politiques, les 

syndicats, les Églises, les associations ainsi que les personnes privées souvent juives. 

Seul l’effondrement du régime soviétique a fait sortir ces fonds, longtemps soumis au 

régime du silence, de l’oubli dans lequel ils étaient tombés. Beaucoup de documents 

ont été rapatriés depuis une décennie, mais trop aussi ont été perdus, bien qu’un 

mince espoir d’en retrouver subsiste. Les meilleurs spécialistes, historiens, 

bibliothécaires et archivistes de France et de Russie, d’Europe et des États-Unis, ont 

œuvré à offrir une compréhension globale d’un phénomène crucial de l’histoire 

européenne. Ce volume étudie les motifs des saisies, l’utilisation nazie et soviétique 

de la documentation collectée, les réactions des institutions ou des personnes privées 

spoliées. Enfin se pose la question des choix opérés au moment du retour de ces 

archives. Doit-on créer des « fossiles archivistiques » ou les réintégrer sans mention 

de leur destin particulier ? L’usage des archives et la réactivation de leur mémoire 

relève d’enjeux citoyens très actuels. 

Sandholtz, Wayne. “Plunder, restitution and international law.” International Journal of 

Cultural Property 17(2), 2010, pp. 147-176. 

Abstract: The Russian Federal Law on Cultural Valuables Displaced to the USSR as a 

Result of the Second World War and Located on the Territory of the Russian 

Federation purports to establish the legal basis for the Russian state to hold 

permanent title to the vast majority of the cultural valuables removed from Germany 

to the Soviet Union at the end of World War II. Russia claims that the cultural objects 

seized by the Soviet Union constitute “compensatory restitution” for the hundreds of 

thousands of cultural and artistic valuables seized or destroyed by the Nazis during 

the war. This article assesses the compatibility of the Russian claim with relevant 

international law. It does so by tracing the development of the international anti 
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plunder legal regime. It then assesses the Russian claim with respect to three 

categories of cultural valuables, based on prewar ownership: property belonging to 

private persons and organizations, property belonging to non enemy states, and 

property belonging to enemy states (Axis powers). “Compensatory restitution” does 

not exist as a category or principle in international law, so the analysis focuses on the 

legal concept that is most similar and therefore of potential relevance, restitution in 

kind. If restitution in kind is impermissible under international law, then the broader 

“compensatory restitution” is, with even greater force, also impermissible. The key 

finding is that international law does not permit “compensatory restitution,” nor 

does it permit unilateral seizures of cultural objects under some broader notion of 

compensation. 

Santos, C. M. (2009). “Power in Writing in Angola.” In Annales. Histoire, 

Sciences Sociales (Vol. 64, No. 4, pp. 767-795). Editions de l’EHESS. 

Summary: Consisting of some 1,160 manuscript items on a variety of supports from 

the late 17th century to the early 20th century, they were created and kept by African 

local authorities of Central Africa, in the north of Angola known as Dembos 

(Ndembu), of the Mbundu group, which organized state archives. The documents 

were collected in Angola, in 1934, by António Almeida (1900-1994), a medical doctor 

and physical anthropologist. They were transferred to the AHU (Overseas Historical 

Archive) in three groups, from 2007 to 2009. Another part of the same holding is kept 

in the National Archives of Angola. Classified in 2011 as Memory of the World by 

UNESCO. 

Santos, C. M. (2010). “Administrative knowledge in a colonial context: Angola in the 

eighteenth century.” The British Journal for the History of Science, 43(4), 539-556. 

Summary: Consisting of some 1,160 manuscript items on a variety of supports from 

the late 17th century to the early 20th century, they were created and kept by African 

local authorities of Central Africa, in the north of Angola known as Dembos 

(Ndembu), of the Mbundu group, which organised state archives. The documents 

were collected in Angola, in 1934, by António Almeida (1900-1994), a medical doctor 

and physical anthropologist. They were transferred to the AHU (Overseas Historical 

Archive) in three groups, from 2007 to 2009. Another part of the same holding is kept 

in the National Archives of Angola. Classified in 2011 as Memory of the World by 

UNESCO. 

Sarawak State Library. RECARS (Records and Archives Reference Service). Migrated 

Archives. 

https://www.pustaka-sarawak.com/pages.php?do=migrated_archives#.YFCdudynzct  

https://www.pustaka-sarawak.com/pages.php?do=migrated_archives#.YFCdudynzct
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Sato, Shohei. “‘Operation Legacy’: Britain’s Destruction and Concealment of Colonial 

Records Worldwide.” The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Volume 45, No. 

4, 2017. 

 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03086534.2017.1294256  

Abstract: The end of the British Empire in the mid-twentieth century was 

accompanied by a large-scale rearrangement of sensitive colonial records worldwide. 

A great number of these records were destroyed and a sizable portion sent to Britain 

to be kept secret. This article advances studies of this policy, eventually code-named 

‘Operation Legacy’, by reading the ‘migrated archives’ that have been newly 

discovered and declassified in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 141 

series. It asks where the policy was decided, for what reason and how it was carried 

out. Sources suggest that the policy was not planned in the Colonial Office in London 

and delivered to the colonies in a hierarchical fashion, but, rather, significant 

elements of the policy were developed in the colonial governments overseas in 

response to each local context. The general idea was to save Britain’s honour and to 

protect its collaborators. However, the limitations in terms of time and manpower 

often prevented the officers from putting sufficient thought into the actual screening 

of the documents. At the same time, some officers demonstrated a level of historical 

awareness regarding their actions. The episode reminds us that the official mind as it 

relates to decolonisation is to be understood not only by reference to the highest 

levels of strategic planning but also in terms of how it worked at the lower levels, in 

the colonial administrations on the ground. 

Places: United Kingdom, former British Empire. Causes: Decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

Schenk, Dietmar. “Wem gehören die Archive? Archiv-

Gemeinschaften und Gemeinschafts Archive.” In ‘Aufheben, 

Was Nicht Vergessen Werden Darf’: Archive vom Alten Europa bis zur Digitalen Welt. 

Stuttgart, Germany: Steiner, 2013. 

Seccareccia, Adria, Martien de Vletter, Carla Seixas, Eunice Pereira, Mirijam Garcia, e 

Sónia Oliveira. “Álvaro Siza Archive – a shared archive.” Proceedings of the International 

Congress on Architectural Archives “Professional Experiences in a Cultural Diversity”. 

Braga September 25th-27th 2019. Section on Architectural Records of the International 

Council on Archives : Arquivo Distrital de Braga 2021. 

http://repositorium.sdum.uminho.pt/bitstream/1822/70577/3/ICAA_2019_Proceedings_ab

r21.pdf. 

Abstract: The Álvaro Siza archive documents the architectural work of Portuguese 

architect Álvaro Siza. The records in this archive relate to Siza’s built and unbuilt 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03086534.2017.1294256
http://repositorium.sdum.uminho.pt/bitstream/1822/70577/3/ICAA_2019_Proceedings_abr21.pdf
http://repositorium.sdum.uminho.pt/bitstream/1822/70577/3/ICAA_2019_Proceedings_abr21.pdf
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projects, dating from 1958 to 2012. The archive will continue to be expanded with 

projects developed by Siza after 2012. The archive is comprised of drawings, textual 

documentation, photographic material, electronic records, sketchbooks, and models. 

A collaborative project was established between the Canadian Centre for 

Architecture (CCA, Canada), Serralves Foundation (SF, Portugal), and Calouste 

Gulbenkian Foundation (CGF, Portugal) to allow for international research about and 

access to the archive. Each of the three institutions hold records for different 

architectural projects represented within the archive and collaborate on the 

descriptive work, while increasing the visibility of the archive. Together, the three 

institutions work toward making the archive available for researchers and cultural 

institutions. Álvaro Siza’s decision to donate his archive to these institutions was 

made according to best practices for preservation and collection management 

criteria and, also, with the intent of fostering an inspiring model of collaborative 

international research, while promoting public awareness of architecture throughout 

the world. In 2014, the three institutions initiated this collaborative project, which 

has since included research, publications, and exhibitions. The primary goal of the 

project is to encourage discourse at a national and international level regarding the 

role architecture plays in society. 

Sela, Rona. LOOTED & HIDDEN - Palestinian Archives in Israel, 2017. Documentary film. 

https://vimeo.com/213851191  

Abstract: The film “Looted and Hidden” deals with Palestinian archives that were 

looted or seized by Israel or Jewish forces during the 20th century and are controlled 

and buried in Israeli military archives. Based on a lengthy struggle to get access to 

classified materials, archival footage and images that were considered lost and 

interviews with key figures active in the archives and with soldiers that seized 

Palestinian archives, the film focuses on the treasures Israel looted in Beirut in the 

1980s. The film unravels the fate of Palestinian archives, especially film and visual 

archives, that documented the Palestinian Revolution from late 1960s to the 

beginning of the 1980s, but also deals with photography archives that were looted 

since the 1930s. It raises questions about archival institutions in colonial countries 

and zones of conflict, and points to the need to dig into the hidden in order to reveal 

what has been erased or rewritten. 

Shepard, Todd. The Invention of Decolonization: The End of French Algeria and the 

Remaking of France, 2nd ed. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2008. 

Shepard, Todd. “‘History is Past Politics?’ Archives, ‘Tainted evidence,’ and the Return of 

the State.” The American Historical Review 115:2 (2010): 474–483.  

https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article/115/2/474/10640  

https://vimeo.com/213851191
https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article/115/2/474/10640
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Shepard, Todd. “Decolonization and the Republic.” In The French Republic, edited by 

Edward Berenson, Vincent Duclert and Christophe Prochasson, 252-261. Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell University Press, 2011. 

Shepard, Todd. “‘Of Sovereignty’: disputed archives, ‘wholly modern’ archives, and 

the post-decolonisation French and Algerian Republics, 1962-2012.” The American 

Historical Review 120(3), 2015, pp. 869-883. 

https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article/120/3/869/19859  

Abstract: According to its actors, the French-Algerian “dispute” (“le contentieux”) 

over the archives of French-ruled Algeria (1830-1962) is about what happened at the 

time of decolonization to official collections then-archived in Algeria and what this 

means for the production of “history.” Yet the history of the Dispute itself, which 

continues until today, can offer insight into another question that even broader 

discussions of archives usually avoid: “the institution of the Archives is just as potent 

a political tool as its contents—and therefore politically dangerous.” Archives as key 

institutions of modern states are more than buildings, staff, and documentary 

contents, although those elements help make them so “potent.” Through their 

existence and the way they function they help constitute a state insofar as their 

workings offer proof that it is an emanation of its people, a nation-state, and thus 

modern. This is why, I would suggest, the Dispute has had political effects on both 

sides of the Mediterranean and has shaped historical production in ways far larger 

than missing documents--even in large numbers--can account. As this history of the 

Dispute makes clear, decolonization participated in the concomitant (and quite 

dramatic) redefinition, led by professional archivists, of what materials state archives 

should collect that crystallized in the late 1950s. Decolonization gave form to 

summons for historians to look beyond the state and reshaped actual archives and, 

together with both, participated in redefining sovereignty. 

Places: Algeria, France. Causes: Decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

Shepard, Todd. “Making Sovereignty and Affirming Modernity in the Archives 

of Decolonisation: The Algeria-France ‘Dispute’ between the Post-Decolonisation French 

and Algerian Republics, 1962-2015.” In Displaced Archives, edited by James Lowry, 21-40. 

Abingdon: Routledge, 2017. 

Abstract: This chapter offers a history of the so-called Algero-French Dispute over the 

archives that the French state took from Algeria in the lead-up to Algerian 

independence. It focuses on debates in France in 1981 and in Algeria in 2011-2012 as 

well as events in 1962. This history grounds an investigation of how decolonization 

shaped the contemporary shift in modern archival practice from “archiving the State” 

to “archiving the Nation.” This inspiring contemporary history - of widening collection 

https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article/120/3/869/19859
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practices among archivists and of topics and questions among historians - has 

obfuscated a more troubling history rife with the politics of sovereignty. 

Places: Algeria, France. Causes: Decolonisation. Resolved? No. 

Sigurðsson, Njörður. “Skjalakröfur Íslendinga. 

Um aðdraganda og eftirmála dönsku sendingarinnar 1928.“ Danska sendingin 1928. Edited 

by Unnar Rafn Ingvarsson, Gunnar Örn Hannesson and Eiríkur G. Guðmundsson, 8-

15. Reykjavík: Þjóðskjalasafn Íslands 2018. 

Summary: In 1927 an agreement was reached between Iceland and Denmark on the 

mutual exchange of manuscripts and archives. Delivery according to this agreement 

took place in 1928, and from the National Archives of Denmark, The Royal Library of 

Denmark, The Arnamagnæan Institute and Danish Supreme Court documents and 

books dating from the 15th to 20th century were transferred to Iceland and are now 

amongst the most precious treasures in the National Archives of Iceland. This chapter 

of the first Icelandic archival claims ended in 2003 when the Icelandic Constitution 

from 1874 was finally returned to Iceland with a special agreement with Denmark. 

These same documents were also a part of Danish history, and show how the Danish 

state acted towards Iceland, the outlying part of the state. 

Smit, Jinna. “To claim or not to claim. Sharing archives: policy and practice.” In Colonial 

Legacy in South East Asia: The Dutch Archives, edited by Charles Jeurgens, 

Ton Kappelhof and Michael Karabinos. The Hague, The 

Netherlands: Stickting Archiefpublicaties, 2012, pp. 172-89. 

Society of American Archivists and Association of Canadian Archivists, “SAA/ACA Joint 

Statement on Iraqi Records,” 22 April 2008. 

Available at https://www2.archivists.org/statements/acasaa-joint-statement-on-iraqi-

records  

Abstract: The statement calls upon the US government to return records removed 

from Iraq during the Second Gulf War, noting that the US had set a precedent of 

returning records seized during the Second World War, Korean War, Vietnam War 

and the invasion of Grenada. The statement identifies five groups of records to be 

returned to Iraq: records seized during the war by US military and intelligence, 

records seized from non-governmental combatants, records obtained by the Iraq 

Memory Foundation, records seized by Kurds during the First Gulf War and Iraqi 

Jewish archives. 

Places: Iraq, United States. Causes: Conflict. Resolved? No. 

https://www2.archivists.org/statements/acasaa-joint-statement-on-iraqi-records
https://www2.archivists.org/statements/acasaa-joint-statement-on-iraqi-records
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Sowoolo S O. “Archives and Manuscripts Relating to Africa.” Progress in African 

bibliography: SCOLMA conference [held at the] Commonwealth Institute, London, 17-18 

March 1977, Proceedings. London: SCOLMA, 1977, p.3. 

Stein, Sarah Abrevaya. “Black holes, Dark Matter, and Buried Troves: Decolonization and 

the Multi-Sited Archives of Algerian Jewish history”. The American Historical Review, 

Volume 120, Issue 3, June 2015, pp. 900–919, https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/120.3.900. 

Stępniak, Władysław & Kozlov, Vladimir P. “Heritage in archives: displaced collections and 

access to archives.” In White spots, black spots: difficult matters in Polish-Russian 

relations, 1918-2008. Pittsburgh, PA, University of Pittsburgh Press (2015): 619-640. 

Stoler, A.L. “Colonial archives and the arts of governance.” Archival Science, 2 (2002), 87-

109. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/30842600_Colonial_Archives_and_the_Arts_o

f_Governance 

Abstract: Anthropologists engaged in post-colonial studies are increasingly adopting 

an historical perspective and using archives. Yet their archival activity tends to 

remain more an extractive than an ethnographic one. Documents are thus still 

invoked piecemeal to confirm the colonial invention of certain practices or to 

underscore cultural claims, silent. Yet such mining of the content of government 

commissions, reports, and other archival sources rarely pays attention to their 

peculiar placement and form. Scholars need to move from archive-as-source to 

archive-as-subject. This article, using document production in the Dutch East Indies as 

an illustration, argues that scholars should view archives not as sites of knowledge 

retrieval, but of knowledge production, as monuments of states as well as sites of 

state ethnography. This requires a sustained engagement with archives as cultural 

agents of “fact” production, of taxonomies in the making, and of state authority. 

What constitutes the archive, what form it takes, and what systems of classification 

and epistemology signal at specific times are (and reflect) critical features of colonial 

politics and state power. The archive was the supreme technology of the late 

nineteenth-century imperial state, a repository of codified beliefs that clustered (and 

bore witness to) connections between secrecy, the law, and power. 

Stoler, Ann. Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

Stora, Benjamin. “Maroc-

Algérie. Retour du passé et écriture de l’histoire.” Vingtième Siècle. Revue d’histoire 68 

(2000): 109–118.  

https://www.persee.fr/doc/xxs_0294-1759_2000_num_68_1_393  

https://www.persee.fr/doc/xxs_0294-1759_2000_num_68_1_393
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Résumé: Depuis Rabat, où il est désormais basé, Benjamin Stora voit monter au 

Maghreb les débats politiques et les combats de mémoire qu'attise un passé proche 

trop longtemps refoulé et instrumentalisé. Une histoire plurielle, fragile et difficile à 

écrire se cherche là-bas, bien loin des anciennes versions officielles. Cette nouveauté 

bouscule les historiens du contemporain et les met en situation d'utiles "passeurs". 

Depuis 1999 en Algérie et au Maroc, à l'heure du président Bouteflika et du jeune roi 

Mohammed VI, le passé rattrape le présent. Des "affaires" sortent, des témoins sont 

exhumés, des acteurs parlent enfin. L'histoire contemporaine est dès lors vécue 

comme une blessure, une vengeance ou une réparation, tandis que les enjeux de 

mémoire prennent un tour identitaire rendu particulièrement violent par les sursauts 

de la démocratie. Dans ce temps de latence ou de transition, l'historien cherche sa 

place et ne désespère pas d'être un bon "passeur" entre histoire et mémoire. 

Abstract: Since 1999 in Algeria and Morocco, in the period of President Bouteflika 

and the young king Mohammed VI, the past is catching up with the present. "Affairs" 

are coming out; witnesses are being unburied; actors are finally talking. 

Contemporary history is thus lived as a wound, a vengeance or a reparation while the 

stakes of memory become an identity issue made particularly violent by the jumps of 

democracy. In a time of latence or transition, the historian is looking for her/his place 

and doesn't lose hope of becoming a good "smuggler" between history and memory. 

Suriname, interview with the National Archivist. (In Dutch). 

https://informatieprofessional.nl/2018/02/interview-nationaal-archivaris-suriname/  

Summary: includes discussion on the return of records and the stipulations and 

processes that the Netherlands required Suriname to go through in order to re-

receive them (that the Dutch government insisted that the records had to be digitally 

available for Suriname to get them back, though the Dutch government paid for this, 

it wasn't something decided upon by Suriname). 

Thubauville, Sophia and Sayuri Yoshida (Eds.). “Archives and Collections for/in Ethiopian 

Studies.” Special Issue of African Research and Documentation, No. 135, 2019. 

UNESCO. General Conference, 19th Session, Nairobi, 1976. Report by the Director-General 

on the study on the possibility of transferring documents from archives constituted within 

the territory of other countries or relating to their history, within the framework of 

bilateral agreements. Paris, UNESCO, 1976 (19C/94/6 Aug 1976). 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000022224  

UNESCO, ‘Recommendations Concerning the Preservation of, and Access to, Documentary 

Heritage including in Digital Form: Implementation Guidelines. 2015.’ 

https://informatieprofessional.nl/2018/02/interview-nationaal-archivaris-suriname/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000022224
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https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/2015_mow_recommendation_implementation_gu

idelines_en.pdf  

United Nations Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, 

Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970).  

https://en.unesco.org/fighttrafficking/1970  

Note: This convention came into force, but is not retrospective. 

United Nations: “Draft articles on Succession of States in respect of State Property, 

Archives and Debts with commentaries 1981; text adopted by the International Law 

Commission at its 33rdsession, 1981, and submitted to the General Assembly.” 

http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/commentaries/3_3_1981.pdf.  

Note: This convention did not come into force, being ratified by too few member 

states. It continues to inform debate. 

United Nations Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 

Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the Convention (The Hague, 14 May 1954) - 

First Protocol, The Hague, 14 May 1954; Second Protocol, The Hague, 26 March 1999.  

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/1954_Convention_EN_2

020.pdf  

University of California Davis, College of Letters and Science. “Historians to Digitize 

Endangered Peruvian Archive.” 21 September 2020.  

https://lettersandscience.ucdavis.edu/blog/historians-digitize-endangered-peruvian-archive  

Summary: A blog announcing a forthcoming project, in collaboration with Peruvian 

experts, to digitise the records of the Peruvian Peasant Confederation (Confederación 

Campesina del Perú, or CCP) and make them accessible online. The collection is 

described as constituting the richest archive collection in Peru focused on rural and 

Indigenous people in the 20th century and is particularly important for the Dirty War 

period (1980-1992). The project is funded by UCLA Library’s Modern Endangered 

Archives Program (MEAP). Fully searchable digital files will be given to the UCLA 

Library as well as to Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú and the archive of the 

Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation Commission. These libraries will provide open 

access to the files with no restrictions. 

Van Golen, Cees Jan. Footsteps and Fingerprints: the Legacy of a Shared History. 

(Waanders BV, Uitgeverij, Netherlands, 2011) 

https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/2015_mow_recommendation_implementation_guidelines_en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/2015_mow_recommendation_implementation_guidelines_en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/fighttrafficking/1970
http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/commentaries/3_3_1981.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/1954_Convention_EN_2020.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/1954_Convention_EN_2020.pdf
https://lettersandscience.ucdavis.edu/blog/historians-digitize-endangered-peruvian-archive
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Vienna Convention on the Succession of States in respect of State Property, Archives, 

Debt, 1983, Art 28 1(a).  

https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/3_3_1983.pdf  

Wallot, Jean-Pierre. “Les grands principes internationaux concernant les migrations des 

archives.” Archives 28:2 (1996/1997): 3-18. 

https://www.archivistes.qc.ca/revuearchives/vol28_2/28-2-01-Wallot.pdf  

Weinberg, Gerhard H. “German Documents in the United States. “Central European 

History, 41, no. 4, Imagining Germany from Abroad: The View from Britain and the United 

States, (2008): 557-558. 

Wilkinson, Sara. “Who owns these records? Authority, ownership, and custody of Iraq’s 

Baath Party records.” RBM: a journal of rare books, manuscripts and cultural heritage, 

20:1 (2019): 28-46. 

https://rbm.acrl.org/index.php/rbm/article/view/17770/19582  

Abstract: Following the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, Baath Party records were 

collected, exported, and transferred by the Iraq Memory Foundation (IMF) to the 

Hoover Institution (HI) at Stanford University. Although the IMF was well-intentioned 

and acted during a period of crisis within an evolving, but generally unstable, 

situation to secure an important cultural record, its actions were also problematic 

due to questions of ownership and the authority to act. 

Winn, Samantha R., “Ethics of Access in Displaced Archives.” Provenance, Journal of the 

Society of Georgia Archivists 33 (no.1), 2015. 

http://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/provenance/vol33/iss1/5.  

Abstract: In November 2013, the National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA) premiered a traveling exhibit entitled “Discovery and Recovery: Preserving 

Iraqi Jewish Heritage.” The exhibit, which remains in circulation as of September 

2015, documents the dramatic recovery and conservation of an extensive archive of 

historic texts and manuscripts discovered in 2003 by American military forces in 

Baghdad. Under a memorandum of understanding with the Iraqi government, U.S. 

officials agreed to return the archive at a future date; however, representatives of 

the Iraqi Jewish diaspora claim the archive as cultural heritage and property of the 

Iraqi Jewish community. While custody questions remain unresolved, NARA’s decision 

to digitize and provide public access to the Iraqi Jewish Archive presents a compelling 

example of an ethical question rarely addressed by archival literature. 

https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/3_3_1983.pdf
https://www.archivistes.qc.ca/revuearchives/vol28_2/28-2-01-Wallot.pdf
https://rbm.acrl.org/index.php/rbm/article/view/17770/19582
http://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/provenance/vol33/iss1/5
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 Within the United States, literature on displaced archives generally addresses 

custodial considerations, including the principle of inalienability and arguments for or 

against repatriation of specific record groups. Though scholars have written at length 

about access to human rights records in transitioning countries and repatriation of 

indigenous materials, American archivists have yet to establish a moral or practical 

consensus on access to displaced archives held by U.S. institutions. Archivists working 

with displaced archives must navigate a complex web of ethical imperatives, 

competing moral claims, contradictory legal frameworks, shifting national security 

norms, and customary practices that reflect centuries of colonization, occupation, 

and conquest. In the absence of either rigorous professional engagement or a clear 

ethical framework, institutions managing displaced archives may establish policies 

that unnecessarily restrict access, violate the values of the creators, privilege certain 

groups of users over others, or inflict harm upon members of the originating 

community. 

Wurl, Joel. “Documenting Displacement: The Migration of Archival Sources from Post-

WWII East European Emigre Groups.” Archival Science, 5 (2005): 79-80. 
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