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Terminology

Digital Preservation Coalition (DPC), Digital Preservation Handbook – Glossary https://www.dpconline.org/handbook/glossary

Digital Curation Centre (DCC), What is digital curation? http://www.dcc.ac.uk/digital-curation/what-digital-curation

Digital Archiving “This term is used very differently within sectors. The library and archiving 

communities often use it interchangeably with digital preservation. Computing professionals tend 

to use digital archiving to mean the process of backup and ongoing maintenance as opposed to 

strategies for long-term digital preservation.”

Digital Preservation “Refers to the series of managed activities necessary to ensure continued 

access to digital materials for as long as necessary. Digital preservation is defined very broadly 

for the purposes of this study and refers to all of the actions required to maintain access to digital 

materials beyond the limits of media failure or technological and organisational change. Those 

materials may be records created during the day-to-day business of an organisation; "born-digital" 

materials created for a specific purpose (e.g. teaching resources); or the products of digitisation 

projects.”

Digital Curation “Digital curation involves maintaining, preserving and adding value to digital 

research data throughout its lifecycle.”

https://www.dpconline.org/handbook/glossary
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/digital-curation/what-digital-curation


Digital Stewardship

McCurry, J. (2014). Digital Stewardship: The one with all the definitions. https://collation.folger.edu/2014/04/digital-stewardship-

the-one-with-all-the-definitions/

Lazorchak, B. (2011). Digital Preservation, Digital Curation, Digital Stewardship: What’s in (Some) Names? 

https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2011/08/digital-preservation-digital-curation-digital-stewardship-what’s-in-some-names/

Digital Stewardship “encompasses all activities related to the care and management of digital 

objects over time. Proper digital stewardship addresses all phases of the digital object lifecycle: 

from digital asset conception, creation, appraisal, description, and preservation, to accessibility, 

reuse, and beyond.”

https://collation.folger.edu/2014/04/digital-stewardship-the-one-with-all-the-definitions/
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2011/08/digital-preservation-digital-curation-digital-stewardship-what%E2%80%99s-in-some-names/


Existing models
• Records Continuum Model (1990s)

• Open Archival Information System (OAIS) Reference 

Model (1999)

• Digital Curation Centre’s Curation Lifecycle Model 

(2007)

• An Inter-Institutional Model for Stewardship (AIMS) 

(2011)

• ABCDE Model – National Film and Sound Archive of 

Australia (2011-2013)

• Research360 Institutional Research Lifecycle 

Concept (2012)

• Digital Preservation Outreach Education (DPOE) 

(2010/2011)



Gap(s) analysis

Gaps identified in existing digital 

content management models. 

Somaya Langley ©



Gaps identified in existing digital 

content management models –

mapped against the Digital 

Stewardship End-to-End 

Workflow Model. 

Somaya Langley ©



Digital Stewardship End-to-End Workflow Model

Langley, S. Digital Preservation Should Be More Holistic: A Digital Stewardship Approach. In Myntti, J. American Library 

Association, Digital Preservation in Libraries: Preparing for a Sustainable Future. [Book chapter]. https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.34317

https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.34317


Everyday scenarios

Various carriers: Personal Digital Archives & organisational collections. Photos: Somaya Langley ©



High-level collection profiling of digital content
Class Type Description

1 Born-digital personal and 

corporate records

Digital archives of significant individuals or institutions

2 Born-digital university records Selected records of the University (including CUL)

3 Research outputs Research data, research publications, electronic and digitised theses, 

scholarly digital editions, supplementary research relating to digitised 

content and associated materials

4 Published born-digital content Web archives, eBooks, born-digital maps, born-digital music, 

ephemera, published born-digital content on carriers and copies of 

electronic subscription materials (archival and/or access copies, as 

permitted by agreements) etc.

5 Digitised content Digitised image content: Two-dimensional (2D) photography and three-

dimensional (3D) imaging etc.

Digitised audiovisual content: Moving image (film and video) and sound 

recordings etc.

6 In-house created content Photography and videography of events and lectures, photos of 

conservation treatments etc.

Langley, S. (2018). Cambridge University Libraries Digital Preservation Policy. https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.32927

https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.32927


Real-world application

• Digital Streams Matrix (alpha release) – just a spreadsheet 

• Classes (6 / 7)

• Sub-classes (2 – 4)

• Illustrating selected Digital Stewardship End-to-End Workflow Stages (14)

• Acquire (stage 6)

• Pre-Ingest (stage 8)

• Ingest (stage 9)

• Preserve (stage 11)

• Deliver and/or Provide Access (stage 12)

Langley, S. (2019) Digital Streams Matrix (alpha release). https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.26363

https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.26363
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Deliver and/or

Provide Access

(stage 12)



Considerations & concerns

• Maintain a holistic view – have an idea of what is upstream and downstream

• Question assumptions

• Incrementally improve - based on evidence and evolving practices

• Challenge understandings of workflows – this model is still founded on a paper-based/physical 

understanding of how collections arrive at memory institutions

• Continually balance theoretical and practical

• Borrow from other disciplines (try not to reinvent the wheel)

• Breakdown silos – work together (complimentary skills & knowledge)

• “Perfect is the enemy of the good” (Kate Murray, FADGI/Library of Congress)



Questions?

@criticalsenses

http://twitter.com/criticalsenses

