
Whakapono
Exhibition and 
Marsden Online 
Website : bringing 
the drama of early 
encounters between 
Maori and 
Missionaries in New 
Zealand to the world

























Capturing Researcher’s Requirements
Documenting the Required Interface Functionality







Digitising the Manuscripts
Capturing, Rotating, Cropping 3,728  Images…



Capturing Additional Metadata
The Sender, Recipient, dimensions…



Meeting the Researcher Requirements
Customising the Software to meet researchers needs



Marsden Online Archive Platform



https://marsdenarchive.otago.ac.nz/

https://marsdenarchive.otago.ac.nz/
















































Dialogues: Exploring the Drama of Early 
Missionary Encounters.

• Dr Alison Jones (University of 
Auckland) and Dr Kuni Jenkins 
(Te Whare Wānanga o 
Awanuiarangi) presenting at the 
research symposium; a 
collaboration between Hocken 
and the University of Otago’s 
Centre for Research on Colonial 
Culture. 7-8 November, 2014. 
Dunedin



Mutunga - Conclusion
• Digitisation always takes longer than you think. But we learned a lot and improved skills. 

• The underlying software products have been used to create the Library DAMS, used to store our digitised and born 
digital content.

• The Marsden Online site is to be redeveloped to present a range of digitised and transcribed archival collections

• Linking the projects together meant that we could re-use curatorial research from the website to the exhibition and 
vice versa.

• We developed a distinctive branding that was re-used in several ways – the website, the exhibition and for posters 
and postcards etc.

• Graphically designed panels make archival exhibition material more accessible to many. This has continued to be 
used very successfully in other exhibitions including archival documents.

• Sharing of exhibitions with smaller regional centres extends the reach of the exhibition. A subsequent on the 
history of motoring  has been re-used in a smaller museum who have incorporated their own objects into the 
exhibition.

• Having the projects centre on a particular commemorative event created an opportunity for a lot of media 
coverage – Television news, radio, social media were all asking us and our researchers for interviews and comment.

• The events held in conjunction with the projects created and strengthened relationships with stakeholders in the 
archive.

• Needs a large commitment of dedicated time from a range of staff from across the Library. 


