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38th Annual meeting of ICA / Section International Organisations
22 August 2012, Brisbane, Australia

Report

Present:  Jens Boel (UNESCO), Jan Lohman (ECB), Remo Becci (ILO), Shadrack
Katuu (IMF), Jean Marie Palayret (EUI), Milovan Misic (UN WIPO), Ineke Deserno
(NATO), Stuart Orr (ECB), Leszek Pudlowski (IAEA) and Clive Smith.

1. Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted after some minor changes. Due to the absence of the
Secretary, Jens (the Chair) asked if Jan Lohman could take the minutes of the
meeting

2. Election of the new SIO board: announcement of the results

The election results were communicated by e-mail on the 21 August 2012 with
the following outcome:
Chair: Milovan Misic (WIPO) – 24 votes

Vice Chair / Treasurer: Michelle Dolbec (IMF) – 13 votes

Secretary: Jan Lohman (ECB) – 17 votes

Board members: Tom A. Adami (UN) – 19 votes
Evangelia Kargianoti (BSTDB) – 25 votes
Blandine Blukacz-Louisfert (UNOG) – 20 votes.

Jens thanked the facilitators of the election for their work.

3. Introduction and report from the Chair

Due to several work related reasons, the Secretary did not yet finalised the
minutes of the 37th meeting, held in Florence, Italy.
Montserrat will try to finish the minutes and send the draft report to the members for comments.
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Concerning the workshop, Jean Marie Palayret offered the workshop papers to the
Section.  Jens accepted this offer and Jean Marie will send all papers to the Chair and the
Secretary.

Jens mentioned that during the “Comma” editorial meeting, it was decided that there
would be a special issue of Comma devoted to international organizations. Jens expected that
SIO members will be asked for input in due course.

Concerning the membership of the section, SIO has 52 “C” members and 77 “D”
members.  These figures date from July 2012. The ICA Secretariat has committed itself to
update the Section every three months.  Because this figures does not show if an organization or
individual is only a member of SIO or of multiple sections the Secretariat will also indicate this
in their reporting.

The ICA has decided that the yearly contribution from C-members will be raised from
150 € to 200 €. In a previous Section chairs meeting it has been decided that each section will
receive a certain amount of money based on a dividing key. SIO will therefore receive 5000€
per year (under certain circumstances, see below). This key will be reviewed in 2013

PCOM has supported the project on developing the “Guide to the archives of
international organizations”. The project is almost coming to an end. There is some money left
from the PCOM contribution which will be used to finalise the project.
Jens is emphasizing again the relevance for SIO of preparing future projects that can be
suggested for PCOM support and funding, especially since the yearly contribution from ICA to
SIO is project orientated.

The ICA website is updated till 2010. In the last meeting Sharon Taylor (UNCCC)
became the web master of SIO. The new board will have to ask her if she wants to continue
doing this. Her main role would be to be the focal point on website issues with ICA.

Milovan raised the question on what will happen with the SIO website hosted by
UNESCO. Jens said that UNESCO could still host the site for the time being, but that this is not
a sustainable solution.

UNESCO endorsed the Universal Declaration on Archives on 10 November 2011. A
suggestion was made to promote the UDA on the websites of individual organizations.

The ICA will this week approve the simplified Constitution. The idea is that the
principles will be part of the constitution and that internal regulation will fill in the details.
Voting rights will be extended to all category C members.

The CITRA meetings do not exist anymore in their old form (i.e. only for National
Archives’ archivists), but has changed to an annual ICA meeting, open to everybody. (Last
year’s meeting in Toledo was the first one, held in the new format). Once again, Jens mentioned
that the Sections were invited to hold their own annual meeting during the ICA annual meeting.
The advantage was mainly that the section could profit from the program organized by the
hosting country.
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Those present at the meeting recalled that the outcome of the discussion of last year’s
meeting was that the SIO would keep organizing their own meeting, primarily because of the
fact that the singularity of the SIO meeting would disappear in the ICA annual meeting.

4. Budget Issues
The budget each year will be 5000 euros. SIO stopped having a bank account. All

payments will be done by the ICA Secretariat. So far no problems occurred.
The money must be used in a given year. It is not possible to transfer the money to the

next year, but once the money is allocated to a certain project it doesn’t matter anymore. It is
therefore possible that the budget of 2012 can be transferred to something in 2013, but the
decision has to put forward to the ICA secretariat before the end of 2012.

5. Activity plan 2008 -2012
Jens concluded that most points mentioned in the activity plan were met or partly met.

He mentioned e.g. the successful workshops and the completion of the ‘guide’, the co-operation
with the SPP section on web-archiving.

6. Electronic archiving of e-mails and documents in the “cloud” – exchange of
experiences and actions for the future.

This item was put on the agenda by Jens. In UNESCO, a trend arose to put e-mails in
the ‘cloud’. He wondered if more organizations saw this in their own organizations.  A short
discussion took place and the conclusion was that this subject warranted a further discussion at
a later stage.

7. Use of social media for collaboration within SIO (presentation Milovan Misic)
Milovan presented a short overview on the use of social media used by groups (e.g.

UNOGMARS & EDRMSUGIO within the section. He pointed out some points which will have
an impact on archives and records management.

8. Activity plan 2012 – 2016
Milovan suggested how we could come to a new Activity plan. He suggested inviting

members to put forward ideas which will be approved in the next meeting.
It was suggested that the Secretary would draft an activity plan, including the suggestions
which were made during this meeting (such as, business continuity, applying ICA principles /
standards in International organizations, introduction of FOI regulatory frameworks in IOs.

9. SIO Archives
The former Secretary Anne-Marie Smith requested that the SIO will actively search for

a solution for the SIO Archives, which is still in her possession. After a discussion, it was
decided that the best place for the SIO archives would be within the ICA archives (which is
currently being held by the French National Archives).
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10. Any other business
a. Next meetings

It was decided to take over last year’s proposals and that the Secretary would seek
confirmation from the hosts at short notice. Any changes should be communicated as soon as
possible.
For the coming 4 year period, the meetings would take place in:

2013 – Belgium (Brussels):  European Commission / NATO
2014 – The Netherlands (Noordwijk):  European Space Agency (ESA)
2015 – Germany (Frankfurt am Main):  European Central Bank (ECB)
2016 – South Korea (Seoul): ICA Congress 2016

The meeting was closed at the ICA Congress 2012 on 22 August 2012 at 19.30


