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Turin, February 15, 2016 

Dear Colleagues, 

I am writing on behalf of Mariella Guercio, my successor as President of the National Association of 

Italian Archivists. 

The Anai is currently organizing in Italy a week of initiatives to draw attention to the role of archives and 

archivists. 

From 14 to 19 March 2016 an awareness campaign will be conducted in several cities to convince as 

many people as possible, including - it is hoped - policy makers, of the importance of acquiring, properly 

using and actively preserving the Italian archival heritage as well as hiring trained professionals able to 

manage records and archives. 

The previous promotional campaign was organized in 2011 and the theme was about the decreasing 

number of archivists in public administration.  The campaign was entitled "E poi non rimase nessuno" 

(based on the novel by Agatha Christie "And Then There Were None").  It was a very successful event 

that included 51 activities conducted throughout the country with the participation of many persons who 

did not belong to the archival profession. 

During the week of March 2016, entitled "Inspired by the archives", we organize seminars and 

discussions, guided tours, theatrical activities, film screenings, testimony, reflection groups, concerts... 

Participants will not be mainly archivists, but will consist of people who use historical resources or could 

be inspired by archival documents to conduct their activities, such as historians of course, but also 

physicians, scientists, writers, administrators, teachers, politicians, filmmakers, musicians, citizens... 

This year we would like to extend advocacy beyond national borders, thanks to help received from the 

network we enjoy around the world, including friends interested in the fate of Italian archives;  when we 

defend archives, we share a family cause with colleagues from everywhere. 

So I am writing to ask you to consider the possibility of organizing an initiative, even small, that will 

show interest and solidarity for Italian archives and archivists. 

It could be a short message sent to the Italian Association at archivisti2016@anai.org or a presentation-

discussion of the attached declaration, a picture, a poem ... or any other initiative that you would like to 

invent and communicate to us. 

I thank you in advance for what you will do in response to this call. 

All the best, 

Marco Carassi 

http://www.anai.org/

