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CASE STUDY - Fond Sabadell Television Secció d’Imatge i So (SIS) de l’Arxiu Històric de Sabadell – Ajuntament de Sabadell  
 
Name of the fond / collection Sabadell Television  

Dates  1984-1995 

Authors  Various authors 

Number of photographs 2561 analog magnetic tapes (80 shelve linear meters) with approximately 7.500 hours of television broadcast. 

 

 1800 Betamax tapes 

 190 U-matic tapes 

 700 VHS tapes 

 29 Super 8 tapes 

 25 Betacam SP tapes 

  

Main information of the fond Sabadell Television's first broadcast took place the 31st August, 1984. It was created because of the need to fill the local information void which 

could not be covered by other national or autonomical channels. Sabadell City Hall acquired part of the channel's found by a purchasing contract 

on 2003 and the documentation was taken to the Historical Archive head office on 2006. Currently part of the fond is held by former employees of 

the channel (around 300 videotapes) and negotiations are being conducted in order to incorporate it. 

Main series a. News 

b. Sports 

c. Quiz shows or other own production shows. 

d. Cinema 

e. Advertisement 

f. Videoclips 

g. Rushes 

Original situation Originally the analog videotapes were in poor preservation condition, with evident accumulation of dust and dirt and, in some cases, fungus, 

moulds and mice excrement remains. The content of the Betamax and VHS tapes belongs to daily broadcasts and U-Matic content belongs to not 

transmited material (rushes). The labels on the videotapes' spine show the broadcast date and the internal numbering system from the Sabadell 

Television archive. Besides this information, we don't have any more descriptions available. 

Goals of the work 

 

 

 

Cleaning, disinfecting and preparing videotapes to transfer the contents to a digital environment. 

Digitizating the analogue videotapes. 

Description using technical metadata. 

Carrying out appraisal and selection criteria of the new digital contents. 
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Phases of the work Phase 1 

 

1. Basic inventory 

It allows to know the number of videotapes we have in each analog format and how many will need previous cleaning and disinfecting 

before digitization. 

2. Planification of the necessary resources 

The need to reproduce the videotapes' analog signal obliges to acquire a variety of playback equipment which often are out of the buying 

and selling market. 

It is also necessary to set a budget for the acquisition and maintenance of the necessary hardware and software for the digitisation 

process (disk memory, card and software for analog signal capture) 

3. Install 

Physical ordering of the videotapes by broadcast date and program number. 

The magnetic tapes are rewinded and stored in upright position in a cold, dry archival repositories with steady temperature and relative 

humidity.  

Those tapes with dirt, moulds or fungus are taken apart in contaminated area and treated by a specialized microbiological laboratory who 

removed carefully using cleaning equipment. 

 

Phase 2 

1. Digitization 

   Digitization of 100% of the fond.  

The playback machines include a module to stabilize the incoming signal for the capture station. 

 Reproduction characteristics according international standards: PAL encoding system, progressive scan, framerate 25 fps, aspect 

ratio 4:3, picture dimensions 720x576p, bitrate variable, wrapper Quicktime, video codec Avi DV. 

Supervision of procedure and quality control of capturing process. 

Strategies to preserve data integrity. If possible, the final file should be duplicated and stored in different places. 

2. Description 

Identification of magnetic videotape contents.  

Archival description using technical metadata. 

3. Management of the new digital contents of broadcast archives 

Appraisal and selection of content for permanent conservation.  

Implement right management ontology 

Implement OAIS model in broadcast files 

 

 

 

4. Specificity of the fond 1. Great value for local audiovisual heritage 

What we have? 

Different videotape formats (VHS, Betamax, U-matic, etc) which, after the closure of the local TV station, were bought to the former 

managers of the station by the Sabadell City Hall. 

  

 What we want? 

Preserve the analog videotapes' content because of its storage medium poor preservation state. 
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 How we do? 

Digitization as the only mean to avoid the analog videotape archive damage. 

Assign at first 30TB of virtual memory to the digitization project. 

Provide the Arxiu Històric de Sabadell with a variety of playback equipment and a technical service that guarantees its maintenance. 

Archival description at single item level. 

Dismissal of all contents which are considered redundant or of which there are no exploitation rights available. 

 

 

Methodological contribution Decisions attending the treatment of this fond, considering its specificities, provide methodological criteria in the following issues:  

1. When designing the digitization workflow of an analog audiovisual fond stored in magnetic videotapes in poor preservation state and 

technologically obsolete. 

2. When appraisal and selection criteria are applied following a roadmap with the purpose to save disk memory. 

 

David González Ruiz      Sabadell. October 23, 2012. 
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