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International Council on Archives

Conseil International des Archives



Section for Professional Associations

Section des Associations Professionelles d’Archivistes

Secretary/Secretaire: Kathryn Dan, National Archives of Australia, PO Box 7425, Canberra Business Centre, ACT 2610 Australia. e-mail: kathrynd@naa.gov.au


Draft minutes of SPA Annual Delegates Meeting, 13 October, Reykjavik, Iceland

Representatives attended from Albania, Angola, ARMA International, Australia, Austria, Canada, Catalunya/Spain, Croatia, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Slovenia, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, (total 28 people)

Completion and adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted with the addition of 2a Membership.

Adoption of the minutes of the 2000 delegates meeting
Margaret Turner apologised for the minutes only being available in English at this time. She noted that the seminar ‘Archives and the Internet’ held in Seville had been very successful with 80 people attending. 

The minutes of the Seville meeting were adopted. 

2a	Membership
Two changes of steering committee membership were recommended to the meeting:

Gilles Lesage to replace Nancy Marelli 
Peter Hermann to join the committee as a representative of ARMA International

Both changes were approved.

Report on the Steering Committee meetings
The committee had met in Italy and Iceland. Major projects discussed at these meetings were:

Assistance to archivists in developing countries. This is a very important project building on work done in a number of different situations. A planning meeting is to be held in Barcelona at the end of November to develop detail and funding approaches.

Certification of archivists. It is planned to produce a summary document to inform associations about existing methods and models.

SPA web page. SPA considers its presence on the ICA website is important for communicating with members. Material is being gathered for the website and any suggestions should be forwarded to the Secretary.

Conferences. Planning is underway in cooperation with ARMA for conferences in Maastricht, Netherlands and Latin America to discuss archives and records management issues. Any views on location, program themes or training needs would be welcomed by the President or Secretary, either during CITRA or after the conference.

Projects

4.1	Code of Ethics
Margaret Turner asked that any additional translations of the Code of Ethics be forwarded to the Secretary.

4.2	Interviews with experienced archivists
A number of interview texts had been gathered and discussions were being held with Nancy Bartlett, Editor of Comma, about publication. In response to a question about selection of interview candidates, Alfred Garcia invited suggestions from SPA members. The criteria for selection are that the person is retired and has been active internationally. 

4.3	European Conference
Thanks were given to Isabella Orefice and the Italian Association, ANAI, for their organisation of the 2001 European Conference. [Applause]

Isabella Orefice thanked all those involved in the organisation of the conference and encouraged other associations to host the conference.

The President invited Wladislaw Stepniak to speak about the 2005 European Conference. Mr Stepniak extended a warm invitation to the Conference on behalf of the Polish Archivists Association and the Polish National Archives. The conference is likely to be held in Warsaw in Spring 2005. The theme and program will be developed in 2002 and a seminar in 2003 is also being contemplated. 

4.4	Articles of Association of SPA
The President introduced the changes to the Articles of Association and invited discussion. 

Use of the words ‘records management’ in place of  ‘gestion de la document’ was supported for the French translation. There was discussion about the ideal number of members for the steering committee.

The Articles were approved.

Open forum for delegates

5.1	Poland

The association has 2000 members and is active in education and training

	United Arab Emirates


Regional training sessions with an emphasis on the importance of archives legislation would be very helpful to archives in the region. 

	Germany


An archives open day was held throughout Germany this year and was very successful. 500 archives of various kinds attracted 60,000 visitors. A report will be published on the association’s website and in their journal. It is suggested that open days could be held in other countries. An invitation was extended to delegates to attend the next conference in Trier, 17-20 September.

	Austria


The idea of an open day is considered very good for attracting media attention. Planning is underway for the Vienna Congress. Training is an important area of work for the association.

	Norway


Norway plans an open day for 10 November. A Blue Shield committee has been established in association with museum and other cultural heritage colleagues. A website is being developed and the Norwegian association raised a question about whether ICA/SPA could host associations web pages. SPA will consider this issue.

	USA


Materials in basic training for electronic records soon will be available on the Society of American Archivists website. The SAA was pleased with the level of international involvement at their recent conference and honoured that Elissa de Santos, President of ICA attended. Future conferences are to be held in Birmingham, Alabama (2002) and Los Angeles (2003). The SAA is working with the Association of Canadian Archivists on placing RAD and APPM within the ISAD(G) structure.

	Canada


An announcement about a government grant for the development of CAIN (Canadian Archival Information Network) is expected soon. The Archives Society of Alberta has received substantial grant funding for the centenary of the province. The money will be used for community archival programs. The Association of Canadian Archivists held a successful conference recently and has produced a set of advisory booklets.

	Croatia


Croatia ran open days at the same time as Germany last year.

	Greece


The Australian textbook Keeping Archives has been translated into Greek. A roundtable on information access and data protection is to be held in 2002. An international conference on Olympic and Sports archives is being held with assistance from the Ministry of Culture and the International Olympic Committee. A website is being designed.

	ICA


Joan Van Albada, Secretary General of ICA, spoke encouraging active participation of SPA and SPA members within ICA. He suggested an associate membership category to extend individual membership of ICA. He said that SPA should have more than one seat at the ICA executive committee.

	Israel


The association has 430 members and an active publications program. A workshop series was run supported by the Ministry of the Interior. They have a website.

	France


A conference on the archives of associations was held recently. Municipal archives are active and have published 2 manuals. Their website is at www.archivistes.org

	Spain/Catalunya


There is new legislation for the archives of Catalunya. The Archivistes Sans Frontieres non governmental organisation is organising workshops. The DLM forum is to be held 7-8 May 2002 in Barcelona. An e-mail list for Spanish speaking archivists has been established and the Spanish associations are working on training issues. 

	Italy


Isabella Orefice is updating the contact information for SPA and asked all members to notify her with their e-mail addresses.

	Japan


ISAD(G) has been translated into Japanese. There is a website and conferences are held each year.

Any other business

The President thanked all those attending for their comments and the steering committee members for their work. A special vote of thanks was recorded for the translators who had provided excellent translation during the conference and the meeting. 




