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We are a non-governmental organization created 
in 1965 and registered in April 2006 in Martinique. 
We act as a regional branch of the international 
Council on Archives (iCA).
the purpose of the association, as expressed 
in its constitution, is to bring together archivists 
of the Caribbean Basin (including its continental 
fringe as Belize, Guyana and suriname).
it now has over 30 members in 25 states and 
territories of the Caribbean, either english, 
French or even spanish-speaking.

CARBiCA aims at:
l providing a forum for exchange of experiences 
among its members, especially taking into account 
the different archival traditions, through annual 
meetings, electronic exchanges and a site, and 
by a newsletter and promotional activities ;
l providing with a diversified training offer 
to archives and records managers, often isolated 
in their island, to enable them to update 
their practice in the rapidly changing context 
of their discipline (preservation of documents, 
electronic records sustainability, standardization 
of formats documentary description ...) ;
l contributing to the development of archival 
institutions and advocating in a region where 
states, recently established,  have also recently 
created such services; raising awareness among 
policy makers about records as a governance tool, 
and as a cultural heritage ;

l implementing joint actions to protect and 
enhance this cultural heritage (oral histories, 
written, electronic ...) such as thematic 
publications, databases, on-line sources, surveys...

the main project is the MiGan project 
“Caribbean archives network for a shared 
memory”: a webportal to give access to historical 
resources kept in Caribbean partner institutions. 
the project, involving six partners in the Caribbean, 
is supported by the european union (interreg 
program).

www.carbica.org 
you are an archivist or a professional in the field of 
information management? you can join CARBiCA, 
the only professional association dedicated to 
the world of archives and records management 
for the Caribbean. Join also the international 
Council on Archives, to participate in the global 
development of archives and records. www.ica.org
information :
l CARBiCA local commitee
Corinne Bonjean : bonjean@cg972.fr 
l CARBiCA secretariat
M

rs
 Cheryl sylvester :  csylvester@sgu.edu

carbica
CARiBBeAn ARCHives AssoCiAtion
who Are we?
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open data and protection of personal data, open 
government and citizens’ initiatives to access 
information produced by governments and local 
authorities or to recover an often hurting past…, 
access to records and public data will be the lead 
theme of the 10th quadriennal conference of 
caribbean archives (CARBiCA X), in a world 
where transparency, freedom of information and 
privacy have to balance ; where the public demand 
for history, required for a more peaceful collective 
identity, has to link with the development 
of the “economy of knowledge” based on open  
data and technological advancement.

you want to know what the concepts and policies 
of open data and open government bring to 
the implementation of legislation on freedom 
of information or on privacy and personal data ; 
which part archives and records managers, policy-
makers, citizens would play in this deep trend, 
at our territorial and Caribbean scale ; how to deal 
with privacy or copyright issues while processing 

access to records or putting them online ; how 
to facilitate and give a framework to the re-use 
of public data ; or you just wonder if public data 
= public archives = administrative documents : 
these questions will be addressed by presenters 
at the CARBiCA X conference, coming from the 
Caribbean, Brazil, europe of the united states, and 
will be debated with the audience.

during a one-day conference on dec. 2nd, 
international experts will discuss the issues 
and trends which shape the future of access to 
archives: democratic governance, open data and 
privacy. the target audience of the conference is, 
beyond archivists and records managers, students, 
government officials and senior managers in 
charge of developing the management of records 
an of access to public data, as well as information 
professionals and iCt officers.
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Josette Manin
welcome speech

A communist activist with Georges Gratiant, 
a well-known Martinican politician, Josette Manin 
initiated her political career in 1983, as a member 
of the town council of Le Lamentin. she is elected 
at the General Council of Martinique in 2001. in her 
elective office, this former bank clerk is particularly 
in charge of social and health issues as well as 
transportation. she was elected President of the 
General Council in 2011, as the first woman to hold 
this position in Martinique, the second in the FWi, 
and the eleventh in the history of France.

DoMinique Taffin
Access to Archives &  
open dAtA : An introduction

Graduated at the École nationale des chartes, 
senior archives officer, Dominique taffin combines 
an experience of almost thirty years in the archives 
and in museums  (French national overseas 
Archives, national Museum of African and 
oceanian arts, Paris). As the head of the Archives 
of Martinique since 2000, she manages the 
Martinique Cultural Heritage Portail (digitization 
and online publication of the historical collections 
of Martinique) and the implementation of the 
Digital records repository. Her historical research 
and cultural publications on the West indies and 
on colonization favor a social and anthropological 
approach. Currently president of CARBiCA, 
the regional branch of the international Council 
on Archives, she coordinates the MiGAn project, 
a web portal dedicated to Caribbean Archives.

DAviD LeiTch
repositioninG Archives in  
the 21

st 
century: the role of icA

After securing an MA in History and Philosophy  
at Glasgow university, David was awarded a Ph.D 
by the university of Cambridge for a thesis 
on French colonial administration in the late 19

th
 

and early 20
th

 centuries. He then obtained an MA 
with distinction in Archive studies at the university 
of London. He began his career in Glasgow City 
Archives in 1986, before moving to London in 
1989 and serving in the national Archives (tnA) 
of the united Kingdom, where he was a member 
of the Management Board from 2000 to 2006. 
As iCA secretary General since 1 August 2008,  
he has initiated an ambitious programme  
of organizational reform.
l the new strategic implementation Plan 2014-
2018 adopted by iCA is a deliberate attempt to 
reposition archivists as information managers 
who are fully aware of the importance of their role 
in society and in public policy debates. it aims 
to promote the shift away from an exclusive 
concentration on historical archives, and to 
enable archivists to acquire the professional and 
communication skills they need to manage records 
from the earliest possible stage. if archivists tackle 
with confidence the challenges of managing 
records in the digital age, without losing sight 
of their wider social and political context, then 
they will offer the public the best guarantee that 
digital records of enduring historical value will be 
preserved and made accessible in a responsible 
way. the stakes are high – if current opportunities 
are missed, then archivists will become increasingly 
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marginal as other professions move in on their 
traditional territory. in the next few years iCA will do 
all it can to ensure that this does not happen, by 
stepping up its advocacy campaigns and providing 
archive professionals with the tools they need.

tRuDy PeTerson huskaMP
no closure without disclosure

trudy Huskamp Peterson is an archival consultant 
and certified archivist. she spent twenty-four years 
with the u.s. national Archives, including more 
than two years as Acting Archivist of the united 
states. she is a past president of the international 
Conference of the Round table on Archives  
(1993-1995) and the society of American Archivists 
(1990-1991), is currently the chair of the international 
Council on Archives’ Human Rights Working Group, 
and chaired the iCA working group on a standard  
for access to archives.  
l the international Council on Archives adopted 
the Principles of Access to Archives in 2012 and 
followed it in 2014 with a technical Report on 
the Principles. this presentation will review the ten 
Principles and provide examples that demonstrate 
the importance of each of them. 

RenÉ kiMinou
Access to Archives And the lAw

Lawyer in Fort-De-France, lecturer at the university 
of the West indies, editor of the book: economy and 
business law from the caribbean and Guyana.               
l Access to Archives should be free regarding  
the information they hold. Archival institutions 
should indeed make the records and informations 
they hold available  to the public. in fact, it’s not 
the case, due to the changing status of records, 
which may be public or private. Moreover, 
documents and information they contain may have 
various statuses. some are products protected by 
intellectual property rights, while others are goods 
protected by common law. some information 
may also affect privacy, and their disclosure is 
then strictly regulated by law. What do Caribbean 
legislations provide in such matter?

CHARLes Gibson
effective record keepinG 
supportinG Good GovernAnce

A former director of the Belize national Archives 
(1985-2008), Charles Gibson is Ceo of the Ministry 
of Public services, Governance improvement, 
elections and Boundaries.
l it will argue that today a growing number  
of countries in the Caribbean are passing ‘access’  
or ‘Freedom of information’ legislation in 
an effort to promote greater transparency and 
accountability, but there are still many countries 
without modern records and information 
legislation. the paper also speaks to essential 
government functions such as human resource, 
financial, medical, legal and land management 
and the critical nature of how effective record 
keeping supports these modernization initiatives. 
As a result of their importance, these functions are 
prime areas for automation and possess certain 
electronic records and information management 
challenges, especially in the absence of modern 
national archival legislation. the paper discusses 
the Belize experience and the challenges involved 
in addressing access to information. the author 
expounds some of his personal experiences 
in the management of information both as 
former national Archivist and now a minister 
of government and offer possible suggestions 
to overcome these challenges. the paper concludes 
with the way forward outlining considerations how 
effective record keeping supports good governance, 
especially with the growing challenges of access to 
information and e-government.

siLviA niniTa de Moura esTevao
the brAziliAn lAw  
on Access to informAtion:  
deployment  And implementAtion 

in this paper will be presented the characteristics, 
functioning and difficulties in the implementation 
of the Access to information Act in force in Brazil 
from May 2012.  the impact on archives of  
the concepts of transparency, social control 
and personal information will be discussed. 
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RitA Tjien fooh & MAx scriwanek
Access to Archives: A cAse  
study of the dutch cAribbeAn  
(surinAme & curAcAo)

rita Tjien fooh is the director of the national 
Archives of suriname since 2010. she’s also a part 
time lecturer (archival methods) at the Anton 
de Kom university of suriname. Currently she is 
vice chair of the unesCo Memory of the World 
for the Latin-American and Caribbean Region 
(unesCo MoWLAC) and of CARBiCA.
First a historian, Maximiliaan scriwanek studied 
the “Archiefschool” (Archives school) in Holland. 
From 1996 on he worked as Policy Advisor at the 
national Archives of the netherlands Antilles (from 
2010: Curacao). He designed the new Archives law 
which passed in 2008 and worked on the project 
to realize a new repository (realised in 2011). He 
helped with the task of inspecting the current 
management of archives in the government 
apparatus. He was director of the “service Center 
of the national Archives” for 10 years. this service 
Center worked on a commercial basis for example 
on appraisal projects. since 2014 he is director of 
the national Archives of Curacao. He is currently 
involved in the foundation of an Archives school on 
Curacao. He has founded the national Committee 
of the Blue shield on Curacao with the aim of 
safeguarding cultural heritage in case of natural 
disasters and is president of that foundation. 

GAëL MusqueT
open dAtA for citizens

since 2012, Gaël Musquet is an advisor 
at the Fonderie, the digital agency of the region 
ile-de-France. An ingeneer trained at the national 
school of telecommunications, a specialist of 
digital cartography, and committed in collaborative 
projects, he also is the president of open street 
Map France, and a promoter of opensource 
softwares and open data.

HeRvÉ LeMoine 
open dAtA & Archives

Graduated in political science and in contemporary 
history, vice-president of the Chamber of 

genealogists and heraldists of France, archivist 
at the Department of Defence, deputy director 
of archives and libraries of the Historical 
Department of Ground Forces (2003-2004), head 
of the bureau of archival policy in the ministry 
of Defence (2005-2008), director of the Museum 
of French Monuments (2009), director in charge 
of the Archives of France (since 2010). 
l open data is presented in recent years as one 
of the new pillars of democracy. it is encouraged 
to promote transparency in the public sector, 
stimulate economic growth and promote social 
involvement. if open data cover mostly recent 
non-personal information held by the public 
sector, they also include archived records. But 
the laudable ambition of open information faces 
two major constraints: it is not applicable to 
personal data, and intellectual property and image 
rights interfere with disclosure policies. the scope 
of open archival data is then narrowed to older 
archives on paper. then comes a new constraint, 
the costs of digitization, which usually leads public 
authorities to price the reuse, especially when 
commercial , of large digital images sets, while 
the open data is based on the principle of free use.
in an evolving legal, economic and social 
environment, archives must contribute to 
the emergence of a balanced pattern of reuse 
of public data, which promotes the widest 
dissemination of archival material while preserving 
the rightful interests of citizens, of re-users and 
of public power. 

M
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 AvRiL beLfon & Guyadeen
open dAtA initiAtive  
in trinidAd & tobAGo

avril belfon has been the Government Archivist 
at the national Archives of trinidad and tobago 
since 2010. she started her career in Libraries 
having completed her Masters in Library and 
information studies at the university of toronto. 
she then worked as a Librarian at the information 
networks Division of the national Library, 
the Heritage Library and finally the Parliament 
Library before moving to the national Archives of 
trinidad and tobago. she has taught information 
Literacy at one of the local colleges and developed 
a course for the introduction to electronic Records 
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Management which forms part of the Certificate 
in Records Management Programme there. 
she has also presented at professional conferences 
and has a keen interest in Reference, outreach  
and Advocacy.
vashti Gaitri Guyadeen is a creative research 
executive with over sixteen years corporate 
experience. she held managerial positions 
especially at the trinidad and tobago Chamber 
of industry and Commerce, and the trinidad and 
tobago international Financial Centre. 
vashti was an Advisor in the Ministry of energy 
and energy Affairs and currently holds the post 
of technical Advisor at the Ministry of Public 
Administration. she is also the point of contact 
for the open Government Partnership and 
was instrumental in the development of t&t’s 
first national Action Plan. Ms. Guyadeen is 
a currently completing her Doctorate in Business 
Administration. 

JACques duMonT
the historiAn & the records:  
relAtions, stAkes & territories

Jacques Dumont is a university professor at 
the université des Antilles where he is deputy 
director of the research unit AiHP-GeoDe. 
He also is the vice-president of the Association 
of Caribbean Historians. i wrote some fifty articles, 
books and papers on the contemporary history 
of the French West indies, especially on the history 
of bodycare and sport, as well as on the First world 
War. He was recently appointed as a member 
of the historical commission on the events of 1959, 
1962 and 1967 in the FWi.
l Whereas the French act of July, 15, 2008 has 
improved the access conditions and disclosure 
period for public records, has it dramatically 
changed the historian’s work? 
Historians have started to extend their sources 
and re-think their uses long before this act 
was passed and the definition of “records” was 
broadened. in the Caribbean, the pattern of the 
learned archives expert gradually shifted to that 
of a researcher with necessarily hybrid skills, 
at the intersection of several disciplines in social 
sciences. Archaeological approaches, the sake of 
a historiography more focused on the experience 

of men and wome,”, the emerging or revisited 
themes underscore the shift of tools and stakes. 
Among those, the social uses of the past, for 
histories considered for so long as marginal 
or “ultraperipheral”, invite us to think about 
the grounds of these relations to the past,  
about the part archives play, for researchers 
 as for the wider public
the effects of a digital revolution, the exponential 
inflation of documents, their apparently easy 
access reinforce the need for mediators who would, 
rather than control or facilitate their use, build 
these materials and put them into perspective. 
the archivists’ and historians’ tools are therefore 
more than ever necessary and complementary,  
and the dialogue between them indispensable. 
books on technical procedures applied to archives 
and about research sources.
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