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1. Attendance 

Name Organisation and email address 

Jeff James (Chair) FAN/ National Archives of UK 

[jeff.james@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk] 

  

Tomanović Sasa Državni arhiv Crne Gore 

[dacg@t-com.me] 

Rame Manaj Drzavna archivska agencija Kosova  

[Rame.manj@rks-gov.net] 

Šimun Novaković Arhiv BiH  

[Simun.novakovic78@gmail.com] 

Hadžija Hadžiabdic Arhiv BiH  

[hhadziabdic@arhivbih.gov.ba] 

Svetlana Usprcova The State Archives of the Republic of Macedonia 

[Svetlana.Usprocova@Arhiv.gov.mk] 

Kiril Petrov The State Archives of the Republic of Macedonia  

[Kiril.Petrov@arhiv.gov.mk] 

Bojan Cvelfar Arhiv Republike Slovenije  

[bojan.cvelfar@gov.si] 

  

Charles Ferrugia EURBICA/National Archives of Malta 

[charles.j.farrugia@gov.mt] 

Karin Van Honacker EURBICA/ State Archives of Belgium  

[Karin.Van_Honacker@arch.be] 

Vlatka Lemić EURBICA/ Croatian State Archives 

[vlemic@arhiv.hr] 

Deborah Jenkins EURBICA 

[deborahjenkins@gn.apc.org] 

  

 

2. Review of developments since mid-2017 

Jeff James welcomed representatives from National Archives in South Eastern Europe 

and provided some background to the meeting. He explained that FAN was an 

autonomous ICA entity, founded in Brussels in 2013, which received some support 

from the ICA secretariat in Paris and had a small operational budget. Category A 

members of ICA provided a very high percentage of the whole of the ICA budget.  

 

He then summarised developments in respect of the re-launch of FAN from mid-2017 

onwards. Fundamental questions were asked at a small meeting in Canberra in 2017: 

does FAN have a purpose? What is its role within ICA? 



 

A survey of the 150 National Archivists in membership of ICA was then carried out. 

Although the response was small (25 or 10%) there was broad support for FAN and a 

strong view of its potential. 

 

Following the survey, Eric Chin, then Chair of FAN retired and Jeff James became the 

interim Chair of FAN, pending full elections which were scheduled to take place in 

2018.  

 

A meeting of FAN was called at the ICA conference in Mexico City in November 2017. 

FAN agreed on the following priorities: 

 Administration: review FAN terms of reference; improve communication 

 Activity: focus on the challenge of digital archives and on legislative issues 

(copyright, data protection, archival legislation) 

 Advocacy: this was seen as a key strand but no specific action was identified. 

 

3. Proposals and discussion with National Archivists in SE Europe 

The meeting of National Archivists in SE Europe commented on and were in broad 

agreement with the priorities identified in Mexico, as follows:  

 

Priority Action Approval/Comments by SE European 

National Archivists 

Administration 1. New terms of reference 

to be proposed to ICA 

EB, Paris, Spring 2018, 

to include more 

sustainable governance 

structures for FAN (incl. 

an executive committee) 

 

2. Working with Regional 

Branches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Engagement with Expert 

Groups 

 

1. Agreed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Agreed. Some regional branches 

may have to review their 

constitutions to ease 

communications with FAN. In 

Europe, there is the potential of 

working with EBNA and EAG. This 

is to be explored with EURBICA. 

 

 

3. Agreed. Many experts to be found 

in National Archives in more junior 

capacity. Identifying and accessing 

these specialists would be very 

helpful for those National Archives 

which do not have the capacity to 

fund research 

 



4. FAN may want to consider working 

with other entities, especially SPP, 

the Section for Parliamentary and 

political archives. In some countries, 

the Archivist of Parliament has a 

very influential role in government 

   

Activity 1. First tranche of 

resources on digital 

archives uploaded on 

FAN website; Digital 

presence of various 

National Archives 

 

2. Sharing good practice 

and opening up 

communications system 

within FAN.  

 

1. Agreed. Complexities of ICA 

website were commented on. Need 

to review what information is open 

to all and what needs to be placed in 

the members’ login area 

 

 

2. Agreed. As National Archivists are 

busy people, consider building up a 

network of policy officers tasked 

with international relations. 

   

Advocacy 1. Human Rights – 

position to be reviewed 

after the Programme 

Commission meeting to 

be held in Paris in April 

2018 

2. Intellectual Property 

Rights and Copyright. 

ICA representation at 

WIPO was now 

established and regular 

reports were being 

received.  

1. Agreed. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Noted. 

   

 

 

4. National Archivists of SE Europe re-affirmed their view that FAN was a valuable entity 

within ICA. 

 

5. The meeting closed at 15:45. 

 

 

 

 

 


