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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON ARCHIVES 

SECTION ON ARCHIVES AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

26 JANUARY 2021, 16:00 Paris time, by video conference 

Present:  

Antonio González Quintana (in the chair); 

Jamaa Baida; Lizbeth Barrientos; Blanca Bazaco Palacios; Jens Boel; Pierre-Frédéric Brau; 
Perrine Canavaggio; Vitor Fonseca; Luisa Franco; Bryony Hooper; Deborah Jenkins; 
Romain Ledauphin; Rachel Mihalko; Mariana Nazar; Andreas Nef; Claudio Ogass Bilbao; 
Trudy Peterson; Marcela Rodriguez; Valentina Rojas; Fina Solà; David Sutton; Proscovia 
Svärd; Karin Van Honacker. 

1. Welcome and joining instructions 
The Chair welcomed all participants and explained that the Zoom facility had been provided 
by the ICA Secretariat. He explained that Zoom meetings could incorporate a mixture of 
members in person and virtually, and so it was likely that in future all our sectional meetings 
would be conducted in this way, to ensure maximum participation. 

 
2. Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Caroline Brown, Gustavo Castañer Marquardt, Graham 
Dominy and Adam Hidestål. 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved by all. 
 
PROGRAMME 
4. Projects and programme matters 

4.1 Reports on 2019-2020 projects and programme 
 

 Activity Progress in 2020 
a  Climate Change and 

Archives at Risk Pilot 
Project (Brazil). Report by 
Trudy and Vitor. 

Trudy explained the background to the project. The idea is to work out 
which archive repositories are at risk of climate change by pinpointing 
their location and linking it to an overlay map which from which risks 
could be understood.  
 
Vitor reported on the first pilot project which was based on 81 archives 
in Rio de Janeiro. The data used was publicly available, and based on a 
directory developed by the National Archives of Brazil. It was laid out on 
an Excel spreadsheet. Vitor reported that there was need for some fine 
tuning, including controlled descriptive vocabulary. It was agreed that 
this project should be taken on to the next stage, and a person found 
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who will create the overlay maps. 
b Book on Archives and 

Human Rights to be 
published by Routledge. 
Report by Jens. 

Jens reported on the progress which had been made on the 
preparations for and publication of a book on archives and human 
rights, from the initial decision to write the book taken at the Mexico ICA 
meeting. The book, which includes 17 cases studies, had been 
accepted for publication in English by Routledge, and a publication date 
of 9th March 2021 had been agreed.  
 
There would be at least three publicity events to underpin the 
publication:  
1. A launch at the Abu Dhabi Congress. 
2. An event at the UN in Geneva, attended by Michelle Bachelet. 
3. An event in Australia (possibly Brisbane) sponsored by David 

Fricker, president of ICA. 
In addition, there would be some promotion on social media. 

c COMMA special edition on 
Human Rights. Report by 
Blanca. 

Blanca summarised the progress made on the preparation of a special 
edition of the ICA’s journal COMMA on archives and human rights. In 
addition to Trudy’s main article, a further 8 articles had been written and 
submitted and were being reviewed. The general editor of COMMA was 
planning for a June publication date. 

d Directory of human rights 
archives and of archives 
holding human rights 
collections. Report by 
Antonio and Mariana. 

Antonio reported on the development of the SAHR Directory. This has 
been a long-standing project for the section and the working group. The 
idea had recently been resurrected through the Association of Latin 
American Archivists (ALA), which was promoting the creation of a 
directory on archives and human rights for the whole of Latin America. 
A meeting had been held to discuss options, and other partners had 
been invited, including swisspeace, who had already worked up a list of 
relevant archives, specific projects such as the database of the 
Columbian Victims’ Association, and the newly started work on list of 
archives held by companies in the extractive industries.  
 
Mariana explained that there were three lines of activity in respect of the 
ALA element of the work:  
1. Development of the form to be used to record information. 
2. A forthcoming meeting in Fortaleza seeking commitment from every 

national archives in Latin America. 
3. A working group within ALA to identify any existing work already 

done by others and build up a survey of similar work done 
elsewhere. 

The objective was to create a multi-level directory. There was a need to 
formalise the relationship between all the participants. 
 
Luisa reported on the work at swisspeace. In addition to the 
bibliography developed by swisspeace and information on the website, 
there existed an updated list of archives of Truth Commissions and 
other work funded by the ESRC. 

e Preparations for Abu 
Dhabi congress – various 
proposals on Archives and 
Human Rights had already 
been accepted by the 
Congress organisers; 

Antonio reported on preparations for the Abu Dhabi Congress. A 
number of SAHR related proposals had been approved by the 
Congress organisers, including: 
1. A Congress session by Antonio and Blanca. 
2. The launch of the book published by Routledge. 
3. The launch of the COMMA special edition on Archives and Human 
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translation of documents 
into Arabic for the 
Congress. Report by 
Antonio. 

Rights. 
4. An SAHR meeting for the section’s members. 
5. David indicated that his proposal for a Congress session on Safe 

Havens for Archives at Risk, with three speakers, had also been 
approved by the organisers. 

6. The Executive Committee was also working to have as many of its 
key documents translated into Arabic as possible prior to the 
opening of the Congress. Antonio and the whole section thanked 
Jamaa Baida for his assistance with the final reading/ proofing of the 
translation of SAHR’s Basic Principles into Arabic. Adam Hidestål 
and the City of Malmö were also thanked for their assistance with 
the practical arrangements for the initial translation, and for their 
offer of financial support. 

f Businesses and  
Archives and Human 
Rights – pilot on mining 
industries. Report by 
Trudy and Rachel. 

Trudy gave background information about the development of this 
project, which had started as an issue arising from business and human 
rights: Where are business archives held, especially those of 
businesses whose work has a direct impact on human rights? Given the 
scale of the project, it was agreed to start with one particular part of the 
industry, that of extractive (oil, mining) industries first.  
 
Rachel described progress so far. She had started a database of 
companies, but had found it a challenging project. It was easy to identify 
annual reports for the companies, but these only told part of the story. 
She had sought assistance from the School of Forestry at Yale, and 
from academics from the Yale Law School. 
 
There followed a discussion about how to develop this project. Jens 
suggested working with ICA/SBA, but it was pointed out that they had 
been invited to draft a common statement at Reykjavik, but this had not 
come about. Blanca commented that it was often difficult to access 
business archives. Proscovia commented that it was worth persevering 
with this project. Mariana reminded everyone that there was only a 
limited number of people to do the work, and that realistic objectives 
needed to be set. Lizbeth commented that it would be useful to have 
clearly defined strategic lines for the project. The problem with business 
archives in her experience was the continuous changes in the juridical 
structures in transnational relationships. 
 
Nevertheless, it was felt that this was an important focus for SAHR. 

 
4.2 Priorities for 2021 
 

The priorities for 2021 were then discussed. In addition to the ideas proposed on the 
agenda, a number of further ideas were discussed, as follows:  

a) Blanca suggested that we should retain a close interest in the UN annual forum on 
Business and Human Rights held each year in Geneva. Antonio advised that it would 
be desirable for ICA SAHR to have a formal role at the forum to ensure that we were 
regularly invited to participate and comment on documentation. He commented that, 
for the first time, records were mentioned in the context of this discussion: a second 
draft of a legally binding text was in preparation by the forum. This version of the draft 
now included references to archives and records, especially in articles 5, 6 and 12. 
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b) Deb mentioned the need for more planning in respect of translation. It was not 
enough for ICA SAHR to write documents, the section needed to circulate them as 
widely as possible in as many relevant languages as possible. 

c) The relationships of ICA SAHR with other international bodies such as Archivistes 
sans Frontières and certain national groupings of the Blue Shield were discussed. 

 
Following these discussions, the SAHR business plan for 2021 was approved by the 
General Assembly, to incorporate the following work: 

 
 Objective for 2021 Action  
a  Climate Change and Archives 

at Risk. 
Develop the methodology; identify provider for geographical 
overlay.   
Lead: Trudy. 

b Book on Archives and Human 
Rights. 

Launch programme for the English version of the book: at Geneva, 
at Abu Dhabi and in Brisbane. Lead: Jens. 
 
Following the publication of the English version of the book, start 
work on the French version.  
Leads: Perrine and Jens. 

c Directory of human rights 
archives and of archives 
holding human rights 
collections. 

Start work on the platform for the directory/directories, working with 
colleagues from ALA, swisspeace and others.  
Leads: Antonio and Mariana. 

d Teaching materials on archives 
and human rights. 

The idea of this project is to develop teaching materials on archives 
and human rights, including a bibliography on archives and human 
rights, which might be disseminated through the ICA digital training 
platform. Luisa reported that swisspeace were organizing a similar 
course and it would be great to find a way to complement each 
other’s work. 

If needed, the link to the swisspeace course description is: 
https://www.swisspeace.ch/continuing-education/postgraduate-
courses/documenting-and-archiving-from-a-dealing-with-the-past-
perspective.   

Identify working group to scope out this element of the business 
plan. Deb to write to all SAHR members to ask for volunteers. 

e Preparations for Abu Dhabi 
Congress. 

Session proposals had already been made and accepted by the 
Congress organisers: Antonio and David to lead on those 
preparations. 

f UN annual forum on 
Businesses and Human 
Rights.  

Try to establish a formal status for ICA SAHR at the UN forum on 
Business and Human Rights held annually in Geneva, to ensure 
SAHR representation at the meeting. 
Antonio to write to David Fricker to make representations to UN on 
behalf of SAHR. 

g Translation of SAHR 
documents. 
 

Develop a protocol for the translation of documents created by 
SAHR, to ensure that the work of the section is widely circulated. 
Identify a working group for an SAHR translation programme. 
Some of the translation work may be done by volunteers, some by 
paid professionals. 

h Seminars with other ICA 
sections. 

Seminar with SPO: Antonio and Fina to discuss possibilities of this 
event taking place over the next 24 to 36 months. 
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Seminars with SUV: Antonio is addressing SUV colleagues at the 
next seminar in a few day’ time and the next SUV programme in 
August was focussing on Ethics, so we were hoping to offer a 
speaker to that seminar also 

i Development of ICA SAHR 
web page on ICA site. 

The website manager role is one of the posts on the SAHR 
executive which is coming up for election in the summer 2021. 
Improvements to the website will be an important part of the 
responsibility 

 
GOVERNANCE 
5. Arrangements for the forthcoming elections to the SAHR Executive Committee  

5.1 Proposal for June 2021 elections 
Antonio reminded the section that, following the approval of the section constitution in 
Adelaide in 2019, there was a need to replace the interim SAHR executive committee 
with a fully elected EC. The ICA had delayed all elections which had been due to take 
place in 2020 and reset them for 2021 because of the pandemic. SAHR was therefore 
now planning to run elections for its EC in June 2021. 
 
A paper, reminding members of the main provisions of the constitution had been 
circulated to all members. The 2021 elections will be held by email. Nominations 
(including self-nominations) would be sent to Antonio as outgoing Chair, and to Deb as 
Secretary. It was AGREED that the Secretary would circulate a detailed timetable for the 
election of (1) a Chair; (2) 2 Vice-Chairs; (3) a Treasurer; (4) up to 2 Secretaries; (5) a 
webmaster; and (6) ordinary members of the committee, soon after 6th April. 
 
Deb reminded everyone that membership of the committee required a commitment of 
time, as the section was small and was dependent on an active core. Once the 
nomination date had passed, the section would proceed to elections for those positions 
which had attracted more than one nomination. 
 

6. ICA Reports 
6.1 Report on work within ICA 2019-2020 (Antonio González Quintana) 

 
Antonio reported on the various activities within ICA he had discharged as Chair. He had 
taken over as chair after the Yaoundé conference, when Giulia Barrera had indicated 
that she would be standing down as Chair of the Working Group. It was also in Yaoundé 
that the possibility of converting the working group into a section was first discussed, as 
a working group of over 35 people was too large. The interim sectional executive 
committee had met in Brussels in April 2019, when it was AGREED that a constitution for 
the section should be drafted, using the standard ICA model for sectional constitutions.  
 
In addition to attending the main ICA Executive Board, Antonio had also represented the 
section at meetings of Section Chairs. One issue which had caused concern was the 
proposed changes to the constitution of ICA, specifically, the reduction of the numbers of 
members on the main ICA EB. The concern there was that, in reducing numbers, the 
ICA would also narrow the representativeness of the board, which might then include a 
majority of white male administrators from rich countries.  
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Members of the section expressed concern about this possibility. The proposal for these 
constitutional changes had been sent back to the working group charged with the review 
of the proposals. The working group would continue to meet. It was not clear when the 
whole membership would be consulted on these proposals, but the conclusions of the 
working group were unlikely to be ready in time for the Abu Dhabi congress.  
 
6.2 Report on the membership of the Section 2019-2020 (Deborah Jenkins) 
 
Deb reported on the growth in membership of the Section, which now stood at 71 
(including some duplicate and institutional entries). The membership of the section had 
been checked against the ICA’s list, with help from the Secretariat. 
 

7. Any other business 
 
Jens proposed that the section should thank Trudy for her outstanding work on the 
Newsletter, which was by far the most visible element of the Section’s work. This was 
AGREED by all. 
 

8. Date of next meeting(s) 
 
Deb would be circulating dates for the next meeting of the Section, which was likely to be 
held after the completion of the election process.  
 

 


