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CASE STUDY - Fond Albert Uriach                                Fundación Vicente Ferrer 

 

Name of the fond / collection Fond Albert Uriach   

Dates  2007  

2009 

Authors  Albert Uriach 

Number of photographs 780 photographs 

780 TIF 

4368 x 2912 

240 dpi 

Adobe RGB (1998) 

 

Main information of the fond 

 

He has been working in Barcelona as a professional photographer since 2001. 

The fond is composed of images of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation, a NGO which is carrying out development projects in India. 

Main series Social report 

Original situation The digital photographs were delivered in 8 DVD’s and were in TIFF format. 

The name of the digital files were automatically given by the camera (Canon 5D Mark II). 

All the images contained the technical metadata (date, lens, distance,…) and were located in folders which provided content information. 

All the images were taken by a Canon 24-70 f2.8 L lens. 

Goals of the work 

 

 

 

To perform a multilevel archival description of the photographs. 

To give access to the digital images in a pragmatic and efficient way in order to solve the internal and external information needs (reactive), and 

also, to carry out visual projects (proactive). 

To guarantee the long-term preservation of the photographs using proper procedures and tools (software and hardware).  
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Phases of the work Phase 1 

1. Registration: 

Creation of a register. Assign the register number, date of entrance, type of entrance (donation, acquisition, assignment or own 

production), origin, purchase amount, input format, archive or collection, notes, type of archive (purchase, professional 

photographer, amateur photographer, entity or institution) and a description of the archive. 

    

2. Selection: 

Selection of photographs in accordance with aesthetic, information and ethical criteria taking advantage of the potential of the 

photographic language and, at the same time, optimizing the disk space, guaranteeing optimal and pertinent results after a 

database search. 

 

3. Renaming:  

Rename the selected files with the initials of the photographer(AU) and 4 sequence numbers. E.g.: AU_0001. 

 

4. Resizing: 

Creation of a consultancy copy in low resolution in order to have a thumbnail view in the database and also to solve requests 

for digital environments (intranets, websites, social media, among others). 

 

Phase 2 

1. Description works: 

Identification of the image contents. 

Assigning an exact or approximate date for each of the images. 

Archival description at single item level. 

Cataloguing using the AACR2, the ISBD (G) and specific rules adapted to the photographic fond of the institution.  

 

2. Conservation: 

Keeping a set of images in various folders of 4,5 GB which are saved in the RAID system and, at the same time, each folder is 

saved on a backup DVD. 

 

Phase 3 

1. Working like a proactive archive: 

Developing  a dissemination strategy beyond the traditional functions of the archive (custody, preservation, conservation and 

solve requests from the users). 

 

Specificity of the fond What we have 

                                 A transfer of pictures in TIF format and on DVDs. 

 

 What we want to achieve 

Create a selection of the best and most useful images for the institution. 

Optimize the relevance of the database’s search. 

The long term preservation of the photographic digital fond. 

Invigorate the photographic fond by raising awareness, and gain visibility for the institution. 

  

 How we will achieve this 

Applying a professional selection of images based on ethical, informative and aesthetical criteria of the institution 

Registering and encoding each single picture. 

Combining international standards (ACCR2, ISBD) with adapted and internal rules of cataloguing.  
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Digital preservation in RAID system combined with DVD’s collection (optical support) and a second backup in magnetic tape. 

The utilisation of the pictures for internal and external functions and publications.  

 

Methodological contribution Decisions concerning the treatment of this fond, its specifications, and providing methodological criteria in the following ways:  

1. When a lot of digital photographs in TIF format are received and it is necessary to make an appraisal in order to save disk space and 

guarantee the relevance of the results in the database. 

2. When the archive works in a closer relation with a Communication Department, above all one of the Third Sector, and you need to 

build an efficient workflow.  

3. To have a proactive archive focused on the dissemination and the exploitation of the photographic fond. 

 
Barcelona, 25th September 2012 

 
 
Juan Alonso Fernández 

Photo Archivist at the Fundación Vicente Ferrer 

Contact: jalonso@fundacionvicenteferrer.org 


